
All things begin anew. In order to celebrate New Year, the National Palace Museum (NPM) 
presents many new and spectacular exhibitions, such as “Famous Works of Modern Chinese 
Painting and Calligraphy,” “New Year Paintings of the Ch’ing Capital,” and “The Rebirth of 
a Painting: Restoring ‘The Portrait of Koxinga’”. These exhibitions allow you to appreciate the 
diverse styles of modern Chinese painting and calligraphy, enjoy the merry atmosphere in 
the ‘Court Year’ of the flourishing Ch’ing Empire, and learn about the benefits of technology 
on the repair and conservation of paintings and calligraphies. In addition, there are two 
special exhibitions on our artifacts, “Lung-Ch’uan Ware of the Ming Dynasty,” and “Enduring 
Splendor - A Special Exhibition of Mr. Peng Kai-dong's Bequest”, and one on documents, 
titled “Special Exhibition on the Illustrations of Confucianist, Buddhist and Taoist Figures.” 
These are great opportunities for you to admire the beauty of celadon, the majestic and 
sacred mien of religious statues, and the illustrations of Chinese culture.

The National Palace Museum will be alive with energy during the New Year Festival. Besides 
providing a feast for the eyes, the NPM also prepares a series of nighttime weekend activities 
titled “When Young People Encounter National Palace Museum.” In the Museum filled 
with historical artifacts, the youth performances will revitalize the place with a new energy. 
The NPM welcomes you to join us this coming year, and let the atmosphere of Chinese art 
accompany you on a fresh start.

“New Year Paintings of the Ch’ing Capital” is Coming in Chinese New 
Year.
The special exhibition features twelve sets of paintings in hand scroll, hanging scroll, and 
album leaf formats from the NPM collection. All of them are related to the Chinese “Court 
Year,” and most are created for the New Year occasion. They include vase and flower 
arrangements symbolizing peace and auspiciousness, scenes of joy and harmony within the 
Ch’ing imperial family, and illustrations of prosperity in the capital under the rule of Emperor 
Ch’ien-lung. The exhibition starts on January 9 and ends on March 25. The NPM invites you 
to experience the festive New Year portrayed in the paintings. (Please see page 6 for more 
information.)

The Opening of the Special Exhibition – “Famous Works of Modern Chinese 
Painting and Calligraphy”
This special exhibition is being exhibited between January 1 and March 25, and includes a 
selection of works by renowned masters of modern Chinese painting and calligraphy. The 
collection, preserved by the NPM through purchases, donations, and entrustments, are 
divided into three major schools: Northern China, Eastern China, and Southern China. Visitors 
can appreciate the artistic development of painting and calligraphy from the late Ch’ing 
dynasty to the early Republican era, while admiring their diverse styles. (Please see page 6 
for more information.)

The Inauguration of the Special Exhibition – “The Rebirth of a Painting: 
Restoring ‘The Portrait of Koxinga’”
The NPM will exhibit the restored “Portrait of Koxinga” from January 3 to March 25, while 
presenting the process of inspection and mounting a painting. We hope that this exhibition 
would bring to light the issues regarding the conservation and research of ancient portraits. 
(Please see page 8 for more information.) 

The Opening of the Special Exhibition – Green : Lung-Ch’uan Ware of the 
Ming Dynasty
This exhibition, from January 25 to November 30, focuses on the extraordinary quality of Lung-
ch’uan Ware, made in the Ming Dynasty and collected by the Ch’ing imperial court. Seize 
this rare opportunity to see these beautiful world-acclaimed celadon wares. 

The Inauguration of the Special Exhibition – “Enduring Splendor – A Special 
Exhibition of Mr. Peng Kai-dong's Bequest”
The exhibition, starting on December 31, 2008, will show 48 religious bronze sculptures 
donated by Mr. Peng. These are the epitomes of his collections. (Please see page 10 for 
more information.)

The Inauguration of the Special Exhibition on “Heaven, Earth, and Beyond : 
Prints and Illustrations of Confucian, Buddhist, and Taoist Figures”
Confucianist, Buddhist and Taoist thoughts form the foundation of Chinese culture. This 
exhibition, from January to July, illustrates cultural figures and stories through prints and 
paintings, allowing visitors to better understand Confucianist, Buddhist, and Taoist philosophy. 
(Please see page 11 for more information.)

The Special Exhibition of  “Exploring Asia – Episode One of NPM Southern 
Branch”  is extended to February 1.
This special exhibition, held in Chiayi Performing Arts Center, is extended to February 1. Visitors 
who have not yet seen the exhibition may want to grasp this last opportunity.
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The Rebirth of a Painting:
 Restoring “ The Portrait of Koxinga ”

Exhibition Area I (Main Building): Gallery 208
Exhibition Dates: 2009.01.03-2009.03.25

“ The Portrait of Koxinga ”  from the National Taiwan Museum collection is a painting of special 
signiÞ cance to the history of Taiwan in the early Ch ’ ing dynasty. Koxinga ’s portrait had long 
suffered many areas of cracking and tearing as well as severe ß aking of the pigments. The 
painting thus was in poor condition, making its future uncertain. To save this important work 
from further deterioration, the National Taiwan Museum starting in 2004 asked the Preparatory 
Office of the National Center for the Research and Preservation of Cultural Properties to 
conduct a scienti Þ c investigation and analysis of the portrait. In the end, the painting was 
turned over to the Mounting Room of the National Palace Museum for conservation, with 
work on remounting beginning in July 2007 and restoration completed in December 2008.

Before the return of “ The Portrait of Koxinga ”  to the National Taiwan Museum, the National 
Palace Museum is taking this opportunity to preview the results of its restoration efforts for 
audiences, as well as to publicly display the process of its investigation and remounting. It is 
hoped that various issues related to the work and research on this antique portrait will bene Þ t 
all scholars, conservators, and general audiences alike.

The Art and Aesthetics of Form: Selections 
from the History of Chinese Painting 

Exhibition Area I (Main Building): Gallery 210
Exhibition Dates: 2009.01.22-2009.03.25

The history of Chinese painting can be compared 
to a symphony. The styles and traditions in figure, 
landscape, and bird-and- ß ower painting have formed 
themes that continue to blend to this day into a single 
piece of music. Painters through the ages have made 
up this “ orchestra ” , composing and performing many 
movements and variations within this tradition. Besides 
the features in different styles and themes, visitors can 
appreciate problems and characteristics that each 
dynasty faced.
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Cats Playing

Attributed to an anonymous artist, Sung dynasty (960-1279)
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Permanent Painting and Calligraphy Exhibition

Special Painting and Calligraphy Exhibition
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Pitcher carved with ß oral motif Lung-Ch ’uan ware, porcelain

Ming dynasty, 1368-1644
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Revolving openwork vase lue in yang-ts’ai  enamels on 

blue ground with Þ sh, aquatic plant and gold tracery décor
1743 (Ch’ien-lung reign)



Special Antiquities Exhibition

Enduring Splendor ��A Special Exhibition of 
Mr. Peng Kai-dong's Bequest

Exhibition Area I (Main Building): Gallery 107
Exhibition Dates: 2008.12.31-2009.08.30

Mr. Peng collected Buddhist artifacts with great passion. His 
collection of religious art became widely regarded for its 
world-class variety and quality of images from a wide range 
of places of origin.

Out of affection for his homeland in his later years, in 1987 
Mr. Peng lent his excellent collection of gilt bronze Buddhist 
sculptures to the National Palace Museum for a special 
exhibition, and nine years later he sold 38 of them to the 
Museum. In 2004, he donated 358 bronze sculptures and 
objects of his collection to the Museum, and a special 
exhibition, “ The Casting of Religion, ”  was based on his 
donation and organized in the same year. Mr. Peng sadly 
passed away in 2007, and in his will he again donated 48 
pieces to the National Palace Museum.

Stunning Decorative Porcelains from 
Ch ’ ien-lung Reign

Exhibition Area I (Main Building): Gallery 306
Exhibition Dates: 2008.10.10- 2009.08.15

The fa-lang-ts ’ ai porcelains in the collection of the 
National Palace Museum can be divided into two 
categories, painted fa-lang-ts ’ ai porcelains and yang-
ts’ ai porcelains. Masterpieces of unprecedented 
quality, these works had earned themselves the favor 
of the Ch ’ ien-lung emperor. The present exhibition 
concentrates on yang-ts ’ ai porcelains, although a 
number of fa-lang-ts ’ ai porcelains are also on view to 
demonstrate the differences between the two. This 
exhibition is divided into four topics: “ Paired Yang-
ts’ ai and Painted Fa-lang-ts ’ ai Porcelains ” , “ Yang-
ts’ ai Porcelains: an Overview ” , “ Yang-ts ’ ai Porcelains 
as Documented in Historical Archives ” , “ The Pattern of 
Flower Brocade and Its Firing Process ” , and will lead 
visitors to further understand the stunning decorative 
porcelains collected by the museum.
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Seated Buddha

China, Northern Wei dynasty, 5th c.
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Square vase in  yang-ts’ai  enamels on yellow ground with 

western ß oral décor
Ch’ien-lung reign
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