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A Record of Cultural Exchange between the East and the West in the Eighteenth
Century: the Manufacture of “Painted enamels” in the Qing Court (I1)

After establishing a proper contextual framework for the manufacture of Qing
imperial painted enamels, basing on imperia workshops archives, European
missionary documents, and survival pieces of “painted enamels” housed in the
National Palace Museum and other collections in my previous project, it isthen
possible to provide a new insight for the study of East-West cultural exchange. In my
following studies of this present project, | will work on further issues on relevant
painted enamels, produced in non-imperial workshops, such as Canton and
Jingdezhen famille rose wares. In addition, preservation of painted enamel waresin
the imperial court of later Qing dynasty will also be considered as their careful
preservation by later Qing emperors suggests that they were highly valued as symbols
of Qing artistic achievement, even as obstacles forced a halt to painted enamel
production. This collection, then, offers valuable insights into the artistic ambitions of
the Qing emperors and their interactions with the West, as well as an important record
of artistic innovation.
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