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The Intermingling of the Three Major Prehistoric Cultural
Regions and the Origins of Chinese Civilization

Guo Dashun
Director Emeritus
Liaoning Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology

Abstract

Intermingling between the cultures of different regions was one of the forces
driving the emergence of Chinese civilization. The most important of these were
North-South and East-West intermingling between the millet-growing central plains,
which used painted pottery and the pointed-bottom jar; the rice-growing Southeast,
which used tripod ting, stemmed-plate fou, and pot-shaped hu vessels; and the
fishing and hunting Northeast which used cylindrical jars. These cultures can also be
divided chronologically into two periods with the cusp at approximately 3000 B.C.:
the Yang-shao period, which featured the formation of each region’s distinguishing
characteristics and regular interregional contact; and the Lung-shan period, which
witnessed the early formation of a common cultural complex. The altar (zan), temple
(miao), and tomb mound (chung) complex, created by North-South intermingling
north of Yen Mountain, and the ting, tou, and hu vessel complex, created by East-
West intermingling in western Honan, both featured characteristics of a traditional
ritual system. The routes of cultural interaction that they reflected, leading from Yen
Mountain and the Southeast coast toward the central plains, and the “cultural
identity” that they realized, parallel the tracks of legendary historical figures from
the era of the Five Emperors. They also laid the foundation for the emergence of the
civilization of the Hsia, Shang, and Chou dynasties. (Translated by Jeffrey Moser)

Keywords: The Three Regions, cultural mingling, origins of civilization, era of the
Five Emperors
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