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Ching-k’ang’s Calamity:
The Second Chin Siege of Pien-ching

Lee Tien-ming
Department of Rare Books and Documents
National Palace Museum

Abstract

In the eleventh month (by lunar reckoning) of 1126, two separate contingents of
the Chin army advanced south to attack Pien-ching. On the twelfth day, the western
contingent reached Ho-yang and, on the thirteenth , routed over 120,000 Sung
troops. On the fourteenth, Wo-li-pu led the eastern contingent across the Yellow
River at the Li-ku ford. On the fifteenth, the western contingent crossed the Yellow
River at Ho-ch’ing and proceeded to capture Hsi-ching and occupy Yen-shih and its
surroundings. On the same day, the Chin army advanced to the Ssu River, while the
Sung army turned and fled. On the twenty-sixth, the Chin general Nien-han crossed
the Yellow River.

On the twenty-fifth, Wo-li-pu reached the walls of Pien-ching. On the twenty-
seventh, the Chin army commenced its attack on the city. On the second day of the
eleventh intercalary month, General Nien-han also reached the city. The Chin army
attacked the city daily during the first seven days of the month, and then continued to
launch regular, fierce attacks thereafter. At the same time, General Nien-han shifted
the focus of his attack to the Ch’en-chou Gate on the city’s southern wall. On the
seventh, the Chin army succeeded in building a bridge across two-thirds of the moat
outside the Ch’en-chou Gate.

During the middle of the eleventh intercalary month, the Chin army repeatedly
assaulted the eastern city wall. In the late evening of the nineteenth, both sides
launched siege projectiles over the southern wall. On the twentieth, Nien-han
ordered a comprehensive attack on the city, concentrated in the south. The Chin army
completed their bridge on the following day. On the twenty-fourth, the Chin
launched another assault on the city wall that succeeded in burning three towers to
the ground and creating a scene of utter devastation.

Just before dawn on the twenty-fifth, the Sung’s Liu-chia Army sallied forth
from the Ch’en-chou Gate, but was routed by the Chin troops. The Chin army seized
the opportunity to assault the wall, and the last remnants of the Sung army fled in
disarray. By noon, they captured the wall east of the Ch’en-chou Gate. Soon after,
they captured the wall south of the Tung-shui Gate. By the following day, the entire
city wall was in their hands. (Translated by Jeffrey Moser)

Keywords: history of the Sung-Chin war, warfare, Pien-ching, K’ai-feng
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