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Some Preliminary Observations
on the Huang-ch’ao ti-li-chih

Hua Linfu
Institute of Ch’ing History
Renmin University of China

Abstract

The present essay examines four geographic treatises compiled by the Ch’ing
State Historiography Institute (Kuo-shih-kuan) that are now in the collection of the
National Palace Museum. For purposes of comparison, these are designated the jia, i,
and ting editions of the Huang-ch’ao ti-li-chih, and the ping edition of the Ta
Ch’ing-kuo shih ti-li-chih. The author dates these texts based on an analysis of their
relative treatments of each province, prefecture, and other unit of territorial
administration. Given the fact that the latest year reflected in the jia edition is 1907,
he concludes that this edition dates to the late Kuang-hsii (1875-1908) or Hsiian-
t’ung (1909-1911) reigns. He also demonstrates that the i edition predates the Tao-
kuang reign (1821-1850), that the ping and ting editions reflect the administrative
divisions of the early Ch’ien-lung (1736-1795) and late Kuang-hsii reigns,
respectively. The essay focuses on the relationship between the jia and ting editions,
with the author arguing that the former is derived from the latter. The author also
heralds the irreplaceable academic value of the Huang-ch’ao ti-li-chih; noting, for
instance, five valuable aspects of the text’s treatment of the province of Chih-li. He
concludes that the text served as the foundation for the geographic treatise of the
newly compiled History of the Ch’ing Dynasty (Ch’ing-shih). (Translated by Jeffrey
Moser)

Keywords: Huang-ch’ao ti-li-chih, rare books, Ch’ing State Historiography Institute
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