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An Interpretation of Cinnabar Inscriptions on
Excavated Lacquerware from the Tang Dynasty, the
Five Dynasties and the Song and Yuan Dynasties

Chen Jing
Changzhou Museum, Jiangsu Province

Abstract

During the course of several decades the author discovered in his collection of
approx. 150 inscriptions on the excavated lacquerware from the Tang to the Yuan
dynasties that by far most of them were cinnabar inscriptions, but there were also a
few inscription in ink and some incised with sharp points. These were carefully
studied and the inscriptions were discovered from these dust-laden historical strata.
They reflect the thriving production institutions, manufacturing centres and
commercial activities. They also record the names of a number of skillful craftsmen
who were active in the lacquerware production industry. This illustrates the
splendour of the art and craft of lacquerware at the time. The years are stated in the
inscriptions by using the Heavenly Stems and Earthly Branches. This not only
provides a realistic basis for determining the era of this lacqerware, but furthermore
enables us to understand clearly the changes and developments of the lacquerware
production technology from the Tang to the Yuan dynasties. These inscriptions are in
fact a kind of documentary evidence for lacquerware from the Tang to the Yuan
dynasties not to be found in other ancient paper documents. (Translated by Giinter
Whittome)

Keywords: lacquerware, cinnabar inscription, base with coiled wood substrate,

offering
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