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A Preliminary Introduction to the Ch’ing Dynasty
Maps Held in the National Palace Museum’s
Department of Rare Books and Documents

Li Xiaocong
Department of History
Beijing University

Abstract

The production by the National Palace Museum’s Rare Books and Documents
Department of a digitally photographed and scanned catalog of maps from the
Ch’ing archives has enabled the public to easily utilize these precious relics of
human culture. With the generous support of the Rare Books and Documents
Department, and building on the foundation established by Wang Yung and other
scholars in the 1930s, the author has cross-referenced these maps against those listed
in the old catalog of maps originally held in the National Pei-p’ing Library. Drawing
upon over ten years of experience working with old Chinese maps in both domestic
and overseas collections, the author here presents personal judgments on the date,
content, and other related aspects of these maps. By comparing the maps to those
listed in the catalog of the National Pei-p’ing Library, the author takes steps toward
clarifying the original locations of what is now a scattered collection. He closes by
arguing for an international effort to carry forward these initial efforts toward the
eventual goal of reconstituting a comprehensive, integrated catalog of maps from the
Ch’ing archives. (Edited by Jeffrey Moser)

Keywords: Ch’ing dynasty map archives, catalog of maps in the National Pei-p’ing
Library, map-holding institutions, organizing map archives
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