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The Value of the Imperial Text of Yuhuang
Jing Collected in the National Palace Museum on
the Study of the History of Daoist Scripture

Hsieh Tsung-hui
Department of Chinese
National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

The National Palace Museum in Taipei has collected an imperial text of the
Yuhuang Jing published in 1561. This reliable text may be an important version in
the study of the Yuhuang Jing, because it consists of reciting rituals, prefaces and
postscripts .The value of this text on the study of the history of Daoist scripture are:
1. According to Cheng Gongxu's two postscripts of the Yuhuang Jing appended to
this text, we can investigate the Yuhuang Jing published in Sichuan so as to
understand the development of the text, as well as the composition of the original
Yuhuang Jing through spirit-writing. 2. In the Yuan Dynasty, Huang Rixin expounded
in his preface and emendation records the sources and development of important
versions of the Yuhuang Jing, made use of Daozang to correct these versions, and
pointed out the contents and faults of all versions of Yuhuang Jing he found in the
Hunan area. 3. Contrasting the god-inviting part of Yuhuang Jing preserved in the
imperial text, with chapters 1-2 of the Daozang of Wenchang Dadong Xian Jing
(CTS5), and find that both of them come out of the same system. Furthermore, we can
infer that Yuhuang Jing was produced by the successor of Liu Ansheng Daoist-altar
by spirit-writing in Pengxi County of Sichuan. 4. The 44 stories of miracles in
response scripture recitation appended at the end of the imperial text are very
important in the study of Yuhuang Jing. They help us to investigate the versions of
Yuhuang Jing.

Keywords: Daoism, Zitong, spirit-writing, Yuhuang Jing, Gongxu



