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The Frontier Territory along the Great Wall:
Atlas of Kan-su Military District of Ming Dynasty
from the National Palace Museum Collection

Lu Sheue-Yann
Department of Rare Books and Documents
National Palace Museum

Abstract

The Atlas of Kan-su Military District is one of border defence maps of Ming
dynasty in the National Palace Museum Collection. It has the same size and cover
like Atlases of Shen-hsi Military District and Atlas of Ning-hsia Military District.
The features of these atlases were drawn on paper in colour and mounted as album
leaves, and their author is unknown. These atlases describe regions of Yan-sui, Ku-
yiian, Ning-hsia and Kan-su Military Districts, which are ruled by the Governor-
General of Shen-hsi Three Frontiers. This study focuses on The Atlas of Kan-su
Military District, investigates context and time of the atlas, supposes it were made
between the twenty-third year and the late of Chia-ching reign (1544-1566 C.E.).
The atlas contains value on following aspects: it is rare book of border defence maps
of Ming dynasty that still existing in the world today; it explains enormous contents,
such as garrisons, posts, castles, fortress, frontier walls, and people of Western
Regions, so that we could compare and supplement with other historical materials of

the same period.

Keywords: antique map, Kan-su, border defence map
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