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Han Dynasty Images of Big-Nosed Barbarians

Chen Chien-wen
Department of History
National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

The present paper examines a distinct group of Han dynasty images of big-
nosed barbarians. Based on the notion that these images are realistic representations,
it attempts to associate them with specific racial typologies. The conclusions of this
preliminary analysis are that these barbarian figures are related to Mediterranean and
other Caucasian peoples, and that their appearance in the visual record may have
resulted from the widespread recruitment of Central Asians to bolster the ranks of the
Hsiung-nu army, which in turn led to the increasing spread of Caucasian bloodlines
into Hsiung-nu lineages. In addition, the Wu-sun and Yiieh-chih people may have
also includes groups bearing this feature.

Keywords: Han dynasty, race, barbarian, Hsiung-nu, Central Asia, Yiich-chih



R IR R R

B NarsiRsk ke Amig (MC:93)

B2 NTEMMIZE EARE (M13:14)

B3 NTEBM24H EA®E (M24:17)

[E4-2

37

i



N HELHET FotAER N

5

B7 NEEE e )ERAaE

B Sl RGMEEGEEANER G TR HAALM



ER R ERAB IR 39

e

E10 et EEge M1l Than Ees

B2 va il AR SRR AT & & R AR



40

RAFEO

Bk

ZXMEAW

B (£

R e

B13 LR EE

2
2

114 LR

I



ER R ERAB IR 41

B17 s<#esdl (BER?) AL

16 &N RE I 4048



42

P e R BAL

F R

E 19

JE AR AR

20



SRR B AR AR 43

R
BAEPVRGEE ) FHIRBWA

B21 ok & &KL E L TR "

B22 BAEARAH "EHEG, 23 Bactriadb[& & + g4 A0 E 9%



WEEmER BRI

B24 FAEFRTEA

|25 ZmERZA

B26 H7luh5m



SRR B AR AR 45

B27 BATBAMEG SR EREA 28 % 8B (Parthia) 4% 7 E#)Ardavanu —t+
BT K%

B29 AKXARE R BHERA® L (16424F) B30 Ak SHFHMMEGERLMEZA



y HELHET FotAER N

EI31 i & £ 15480

B33 A REPTERM R AT G
H32 HHFEH BT

34 H I3 54T R0 T 092% F Lk



