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A Study on the Dating of Ladies of Benevolence
and Wisdom Attributed to Ku K’ai-chih

Tung Wen-e
Department of Painting and Calligraphy
National Palace Museum

Abstract

This study combines stylistic analysis and documentary evidence to discuss the
dating and issues related to the front and latter images as well as the eulogies that
appear in Ladies of Benevolence and Wisdom in the Palace Museum in Beijing
collection attributed to Ku K’ai-chih. Judging from the evidence of separation that
appears in the painting, it was once divided into two separate sections, the
calligraphy in the eulogies and the painting methods of the figures in each section
revealing distinct differences. Stylistic analysis of the front and latter sections as
well as the calligraphic style of the eulogies, combined with comparisons to Liu
Hsiang’s Biographies of Exemplary Women of Antiquity as well as an illustrated
engraved version in Juan Fu’s Biographies of Exemplary Women of Antiquity from
the Ch’ing dynasty, suggests that the front and latter sections of Ladies of
Benevolence and Wisdom were probably done by painters in different periods. The
front section was most like done in the tenth century, while the latter is probably a
copy by a painter from the eleventh century.

Keywords: Liu Hsiang, Biographies of Exemplary Women of Antiquity, Ku K’ai-
chih, Ladies of Benevolence and Wisdom, Admonitions of the

Instructress to the Palace Ladies
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