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The Monograph Confirmed Late Discourses
of Master Chu

Nagatomi Seiji
Faculty of Science and Engineering
Waseda University

Abstract

The Confirmed Late Discourses of Master Chu (Chu-tzu wan-nien ting-lun)
occupies a position of great significance in the establishment of the Yang-ming
school of Neo-Confucianism. However, scholars have yet to clarify the publication
history of this work. The present essay examines the printing and dissemination of
this text prior to the compilation of the Complete Works of Wang Yang-ming (Wang-
wen-ch ‘eng-kung chiian-shu). It begins with a discussion of the Chu-tzu wan-nien
ting-lun held in the collection of the Anhui Museum, which is the only extant Ming
dynasty edition of the work. The essay also examines the three-volume edition,
which includes the two volumes addenda of Ch’ien Te-hung, and its significance for
the dissemination of Yang-ming learning. This examination concludes that the Chu-
tzu wan-nien ting-lun circulated as a single monograph for a significant period of
time prior to its incorporation into the Wang-wen ch’eng-kung ch’iian-shu. During
this period of time, there were at least three different single monograph editions in
circulation. Two of these were three-volume editions recorded by Ch’ien Te-hung, a
fact rarely mentioned in past scholarship. These two editions appeared more than
thirty years after Wang Yang-ming admitted to Lo Ch’in-shun that not all of the
writings gathered in the Chu-tzu wan-nien ting-lun hailed from Chu Hsi’s later years,
and that this was a problem because late in life Chu Hsi regretted logical problems in
the works of his middle years. However, this book still had a tremendous influence
on Ch’ien Te-hung and other later students of Wang Shou-jen. While in the process
of disseminating Yang-ming learning, it is clear that Ch’ien Te-hung and some of
these other individuals consciously attempted to influence readers with this book.

Keywords: Wang Shou-jen, texts on Ming dynasty thought, Chu-tzu wan-nien ting-
lun, Ch’ien Te-hung, successors to the Yang-ming School



