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Reflections on the Current State of Research on
Northern Song Guan (Official) Ware

Hsieh Ming-liang
Graduate Institute of Art History
National Taiwan University

Abstract

From the perspective of research history, this study offers a retrospective on the state
of the field concerning research on Guan (Official) ceramics of the Northern Song dynasty.
With respect to Song dynasty texts relating to the establishment of the officia kilnsin the
Northern Song, only two can be found, while just a dozen or so on the Ru kilns appear in
the Song to Yuan dynasties. Thisis followed by related kiln archaeology for the Northern
Song Guan kilns, including the Qingliangs kiln site at Baofeng in Henan and the
Zhanggongxiang kiln in Ruzhou City. With these lessthan-ideal conditions, it is no
wonder that research on the Northern Song Guan wares is filled with speculation and
guestionable comparisons, with little to offer in terms of proof or evidence for support.

But are the Ru wares mentioned in Song and Yuan dynasty texts the ones we
commonly refer to by the same name today? This is quite difficult to determine. The
earliest example of a surviving group of fine celadons defined as Ru ware, and for which
we have illustrations to support the claim, comes from the Qianlong Emperor in the
eighteenth century. The problem, however, is whether the decisions made by the Qianlong
Emperor, which still affect our present understanding, are valid or not. Again, this is
difficult to determine. (Translated by Donald E. Brix)

Keywords: Northern Song Guan ware, Ru ware, Baofeng Qingliangs kiln,
Zhanggongxiang kiln
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