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The Position of Chinese and Japanese | ntellectuals
during the L ate Qing Dynasty towar ds Copies and
Reprints of Chinese Books: with the Publication
Process of Guyi Congshu by Yang Shoujing asan
Example

Hsu Y uan-ting
National Palace Museum
Department of Rare Books and Documents

Abstract

In 1880, the sixth year of the reign of Emperor Guangxu, Yang Shoujing (born in
Yidu, Hubei Province) was sent to Tokyo as attendance of the Chinese Legation in Japan
and begun to collect old Chinese books widely scattered all over Japan. During the short
period of only two years, Yang Shoujing with the help of his Japanese friends Mori Risshi
and Mukoyama Koson then managed to acquire 26 old and rare works of the Song and
Yuan dynasty editions. Initially, he preserved the appearance of the original works by
copying and reprinting them. Finally, he resorted to “reprinting the reprint” by editing and
publishing it in the Guyi Congshu (Collection of Books from the Far Past).

By using Yang Shoujing’'s Guyi Congshu as an example, this article studies the
differences of views and positions of Chinese and Japanese intellectuals on the issue of
copying and reprinting old Chinese books. The article will first clarify the definition and
notion of copies and reprints and through the book Qingke Bihua will then analyse the
discussion of Yang Shoujing and his Japanese friend Mori Risshi on the subject of copies
and reprints. Finaly, the three parts of Guyi Congshu, namely Erya (Luxuriant and
Refined Works), Chungiu Guliangzhuan (Guliang's Commentary on the Spring and
Autumn Annals), and Lunyu Jijie (Commentaries on the Analects of Confucius) will then
be contrasted with the original edition copies in the National Palace Museum in order to
determine the differences between them.

The publication of Guyi Congshu not only reflects the limitations from numerous
external conditions that Yang Shoujing was faced with in the process of reprinting old
books, it aso reflects his extreme inner conflicts and the difficult choices he had to make
when he faced the dilemma of “respect for the old” vs. “correction of the old”. Even up to
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his day, Chinese and Japanese scholars have varying positive and negative appraisals
towards Guyi Congshu. However, the research in this article shows that Yang Shoujing’s
exhaustive efforts to bring about the return of old Chinese books from abroad back to
China, deserves recognition and affirmation. (Translated by Gunter Whittome)

Keywords: Yang Shoujing, Mori Risshi, Book Copies, Reprints, The Circulation of
Chinese and Japanese books, Guyi Congshu
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