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On the Portraits of EmperorsYongzheng and Qianlong
in Han-Chinese Costume

Chen Pao-chen
Graduate Institute of Art History
National Taiwan University

Abstract

This paper deals with problems related to the nature and the iconographical meanings
of certain paintings representing Emperors Y ongzheng and Qianlong, the Qing rulers of
the Manchu ethnic, dressed in Han-Chinese-style costume in leisure activities (Hanzhuang
xingletu). On the one hand, these paintings can be regarded as portraits of the two
emperors, since their faces are naturalistically rendered with Chinese brushwork combined
with Western modeling technique, and represent their features in different age. On the
other hand, however, their being dressed in Han-Chinese-style costume is fictional, which
is proved by Emperor Qianlong’'s annotations to his own poems and his inscriptions on
some of these paintings, as well as some official documents. The purposes of the execution
of these paintings are complicated. They could have been made simply for
self-entertainment, or, for some specific purposes. Since each painting reflects the sitter's
inner-self, it was supposedly used as pictorial expressions, with which he intended to
communicate with certain reader(s) for specific purposes.

Keywords: Qing Shizong, Emperor Yongzheng, Yinzhen, Qing Gaozong, Emperor
Qianlong, Hongli, Qing Painting, Hanzhuang xingletu
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