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Emperor Qianlong and Written after Snow

Chen Pao-chen
Graduate Institute of Art History
National Taiwan University

Abstract

Having entered the Qing imperial collection in the 17th century, Written after
Snow, a calligraphic masterpiece by Wang Xizhi (303-379), was remounted as an
album consisting of twenty-eight leaves.

Deeply fascinated by it, Emperor Qianlong (1711-1799) regarded it as one of the
most important work of art in his collection. Spanning from 1745 to 1795, he could
not but write consecutively almost every year at least a piece of his ideas about the
work, totaling over seventy inscriptions, on the blank areas of each leaf. Based on these
inscriptions, this paper aims to probe into the development of the emperor’s calligraphic
style, and his attitude toward art, as well as his yearly activities and inner concerns.

Keywords: Emperor Qianlong, Qing Gaozong, Wang Xizhi, Kuaixue shiqing tie,
Written after Snow
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