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Transitions and Transformations:
Wild Cursive Calligraphy from Tang through Song

Lu Hui-wen
Graduate Institute of Art History
National Taiwan University

Abstract

This paper investigates one of the most prominent pursuits in the art of
calligraphy from Tang through Song: wild cursive calligraphy (kuangcao). By
tracing its rise and development from the eighth to the eleventh century, its pattern
of development echoing that of the yipin, or “untrammeled,” style of painting from
about the same time, hopefully it will offer insights into the artistic and cultural
transitions between Tang and Song. Drawing from literary, historical, and visual
sources, this paper considers the wild cursive from the artistic, as well as religious
and social perspectives. In particular, I hope the discussions on the critical transitions
and transformations occurring during the late ninth and tenth centuries will dispute
the simple assertion that this phase between the two great empires is merely an age of

decline.

Keywords: cursive calligraphy (caoshu), wild cursive calligraphy (kuangcao),
caoshuge, mad monks, Tang, Five Dynasties, Northern Song



Lid
@.w
s
...wﬁ.
‘mvm
e
;L
il

Fyd

]

E

&

i

&1




..,,Aﬂ.,ﬁ.w,._m@,.\. S - o ot ol | % R ..MM.& S
L e A RSN SN N % &N Fu@} g e frie Mo g .ﬁ.ﬂ» W
. o T . { RLOAV@HR W w1\

ﬂumﬂh".m_oiu.:?.ui 1 ;uff.ﬂ JHMH“.. ......m .. |.._..T1 _,__m......_“ :......_".H.,.... F f b ...j.r?
B R e ] B o] Py s = : DI T Siewng
SR = PALP L vl :

A Ryl oad L v @rl Nl

T 22w || O Eena N s

L P e} o ur] A s by __ et Far—

e oy JROR TR .Mu..,/ w | k...w _ it A
wiangts s R | oy ehy TS R N A \ _ X ;._.m.v..‘.,@v
F}u.,m_-w,ﬂxﬂ..r __.uu.....r,m...fu_..ﬂi .Nna.r“.___,\»#.‘.\ln..lq.v.‘ = rad u.._iy..ﬁ ! Iﬁvﬂﬁt%u!
AN [ P VT S 0 I Lﬂx/@ SO
o Euﬂuk B [ aguahare) il IWFSRRIGRY | - o, T } — 151 3

- - =g 2 20 i ._._. - ; . o
R [ aRat e RS NG T : 1ty - .. 225 Rl wrm AN

s B ..p.:..n.... | e R e s e o ey ¢ ._. 2 |
e OB | N | Bt v;hl ..ﬂ‘./ﬂxﬂg@.._q N.....x.m.. ) wm._m g gkt

! )
ol | R e A " it ; g~ et SR )
PRIV E A | o pgenina 1 et 3 - = jb i ; o X
percaiml | T geeis TN A L | - AWRes A RS
ok Qe B it | et 1 £ L RN R AT AR
i e o~ b i - o it = g g 3 . N
T — A A ¥ B B e IR ot B - -y
e | SRS eI [ el = Ml RO e a TAT Y
et [ opat] [ EE Tl e 4 U MERLT e 2N
AR L4 S OO o o e RS SR, T
ALY g B wﬁ»a,mﬁ..i . v e AR
Y ’ = e iy ¢
gl o a-.%_m __...-_s.__... - 1 s b 1 S e — =)
&0 ) = 4
e

Bt aeta £ g, : i,
Sagh T L _u.m_tf.u,m....m.... = O .
LR i ..mi.n..h..bﬁnmm e
A B oA | # b T
L o

T = 1 LT
pe TRl 28 IR e oy __
e ol m\

v, -
L 1
vy e

i

Mk OAKN A
5
7
!
% :?i 9§32
2
%

LR OAHAN BEI

R’

T
B4-1 HHH EEFFEX

F3-2 M

= rar. i T o i 5 y
e IRe e @ ] A PARK | sttt
IR [0 R Al bl (e ex e o 5 R e

#A LB






B4-4 FHH EETFEX BZEAT  EEHHER

G AR

- h e :
BS5-1 EHFELZ



i
/.

%
,Mv
S
o

g

®S5-2 fZH%ER%




o

BT N

BTl () 5Ja boFeais BAR %A e

B7-2 () ke FeFwis

. 2 :.I ) ! ik : 1
e ‘. L i o O

Byt A




G
[ P

e
cls

B7-3 () Rja F3Fwih BRI R

B7-4 (M%) fkie HFFFwis B mEL MM ER



B8 (%) &% —HFEASH




B9 k& MudieE R LR

B10 R EWETE B KT




55




b .'¢ » .
R L h
ST X

12 TR E R E AR TR



i

KA B

SHCE MBI

&b

A
il

E

£

-




T

B L
e
5

FXE i

e

15

N
™

# 5

s

15-1

R A

j
By

E

A 1%

5

P

15-2



