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A Look at the Qianlong Emperor’s Collection of
Ru Porcelain from His Poetry

Yu Pei-chin
Department of Antiquities
National Palace Museum

Abstract

Northern Song Ru ware, with its reputation as the most beautiful of Chinese
celadon, includes 21 surviving pieces engraved with the poetry of the Qing dynasty
emperor Qianlong. There are also paintings in the albums Fangong Zhangse and
Yanzhi Liuguang done in the Qianlong reign that function as a visual record of
the imperial collection. In them are four Ru porcelains that can be compared with
surviving examples. From these we see that, as traced from actual accession records,
a total of 25 Ru porcelains once passed through the collection of the Qianlong
Emperor.

From the viewpoint of the Qianlong Emperor’s poetry that appears on these Ru
porcelains, we find that the emperor also expressed in his poetry a sense of nostalgia
for the porcelains used by the Song dynasty court. In the poems are also many
different ideas, such as his thoughts of vigilance about the events that transpired
in the reign of the Song emperor Huizong, the ideal form of court ceramics traced
from their reconstruction, and a concerted effort at producing official porcelains at
that time. From this, the imperial poetry engraved on the porcelains reveals the great
effort that was exerted in giving completely new meaning. In addition to reinforcing
the promotion of the Qianlong Emperor’s personal image, it also explains the purpose
of his reconstruction of the Qing palace collection. (Translated by Donald E. Brix)

Keywords: Qianlong Emperor, Northern Song Ru ware, imperial poetry
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