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Discussions on the Char acteristics of Manchu Old Archives

Wu Y uanfeng
The First Historical Archives of China

Abstract

There are so many precious, noticeable Manchu archives of Qing dynasty, Manchu
Old Archives is the one of formed earlier, existed with many types of versions of unique
research value. Before the Manchu rulers conquered Beijing, their documents written
systematically by the old Manchu script, transition period Manchu script, and which
reproduced in the Qianlong period, generally are called the Manchu Old Archives. Manchu
Old Archives is aterm of the broad and narrow sense. On broad sense, the term includes
its original version and severa transcripts generaly, but on narrow sense, sometimes
refers only to its transcripts, but some scholars mean its original manuscript. No matter
which version there are so many differences with bright characteristic. After the Japanese
scholar in Shenyang (Mukden) Imperial Palace found the Punctuated Old Archives of
Chongmoge pavilion in 1905, until now more than one century, many Chinese and foreign
scholars studied the original, manuscripts of the Manchu Old Archives. The various
editions, publications of the Manchu Old Archives, the version of Grand Secretariat
collection is one of them, facilitated the research.

keywor d: Manchu Old Archives, historical document, Qing history, Manchu history
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