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On the Imperial Studio’s Imitation of Japanese
L acquerwar e During the Yongzheng Reign

Chen Hui-hsia
Department of Antiquities
Nationa Palace Museum

Emperor Y ongzheng of the Qing was very fond of yangqi (Japanese lacquerware;
literally, foreign lacquerware), which was a term for lacquerware used only in the Qing
dynasty. What yangqi refers to is the first issue that this paper attempts to clarify and
define. The so-called yangqi at the Qing court was the same as the Japanese export
lacqureware that had been popular in Europe since the late seventeenth century, and fang
yanggqi (imitations of Japanese lacquerware) made by the Qing court were also referred to
as yanggi. Secondly, according to the archives of the Qing imperial workshops, the Qing
court consciously distinguished yanggi from heiqgi yangjin (black lacquerware decorated
with karat gold leaf). In order to answer to Emperor Y ongzheng's preference, the imperial
workshops gradually mastered the materials and techniques of the fang yangqi around the
eighth year of the Y ongzheng reign, and the decoration three years later. But what does the
fang yangqi look like? This paper discusses the styles of fang yangqi from several extant
works of heigi miaojin (black lacquerware painted with gold). Thirdly, yangqi is
considered the third contact of Japanese maki-e and Chinese lacquerware in the history of
lacquerware. The fang yangqi of the Yongzheng period had surpassed the quality of the
woqi (Japanese lacquerware) of the Ming. It mastered the core spirit of Japanese export
maki-e and was incorporated Chinese landscape techniques with the style of yanggi.
Imitating yangqi, under strict supervision of the Qing court, exceeded the skills of making
lacquerware that had been developed in Jiangnan Region since the Ming dynasty, and the
imitations of yanggqi, as a symbol of nobility, had been popular at the time. It is considered
that Y ongzheng intended to lead the taste of lacquerware during histime.

Keywords: Qing dynasty, Emperor Y ongzheng, lacquerware, yangqi, painted gold, maki-e,
cultural interaction between Japan and China
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