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Images, Knowledge, and Empire: Depicting
Cassowaries in the Qing Court

Lai Yu-chih
Institute of Modern History
Academia Sinica

Abstract

How did the Qianlong Emperor in the Qing dynasty come to understand a
world becoming increasingly global in his day? And what role did visual imagery
play in his understanding of such? This paper starts with a small but complete case
study focusing on the description of an exotic bird known as an “emo” by the Qing
court and a series of images made of it. In addition to determining that this bird is
actually a cassowary that became fashionable among various royal courts and natural
historians in Europe during the Age of Exploration, it has also been discovered
that the “Imperial I1lustration and Record of the Cassowary” of the Qianlong
reign actually comes from the collection of anatomical reports by the French royal
academician Claude Perrault published in his Memoires pour servir a l'histoire
naturelle des animaux from 1671 to 1676.

This paper specifically focuses the discussion on the only two surviving images
of the cassowary at this time: “Cassowary” in the album Manual of Birds and Yang
Dazhang’s hanging scroll Cassowary. Through comparative analysis, this paper
is an attempt to portray how the Qianlong Emperor came in contact, selected, and
converted knowledge and images from Europe during the Age of Exploration. It also
shows how this foreign material helped Qianlong in a very innovative way in terms
of pictorial imagery: On the one hand, it successfully demonstrates his construct of
world knowledge, and on the other hand rewrites the traditional imperial political
narrative.

In conclusion, through research in a case study, this paper attempts to
demonstrate how the Qianlong court came to a certain understanding of knowledge
and imagery from Europe in the Age of Exploration. With every action not only a
part of world history, and in accordance with certain political needs, no effort was
spared in rewriting and integrating European knowledge and imagery in response to
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traditional Chinese formulations. And visual imagery was a very important way in
which Qianlong grasped an understanding of the world, constructed knowledge, and
imaged his empire.

Keywords: Qianlong, Qing empire , knowledge, natural history, Sino-Western cultural
interactions, cassowary, “emo” bird, Qing court painting
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Carolus Clusius (L' Ecluse, Charles
de, 1526-1609), Exoticorum
libri decem: quibus animalium,
plantarum, aromatum aliorumque
peregrinorum fructuum historiae
describuntur (Lugduni Batavorum,
Ex Officina Plantiniana
Raphelengij, 1605)

Perrault, Claude( 1613-1688 ),
Memoir's for a natural history
of animals: containing the
anatomical descriptions of several
creatures dissected by the Royal
Academy of Sciences at Paris

(London: Printed by J. Streater,
and are to be sold by T. Basset

[etc.], 1688)
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Anno nonagesimo septimo supra
millesimum et quingentesimum
a Christi nativitate, Batavi
Amstelredamum reduces e prima
Navigatione quam biennio ante in
Indiam Orientalem instituebant,
admirabilem Avem adferebant, in
BAnda insula, Moluccarum una, ut
aiebant, natam, et ab incolis Emeu,
sive Eme, appellatam, qualem in
tota Europa ante conspectam non
fuisse arbitror. (97)
P ANERE A L2 U597 SR 0 A
1A (Batavi) i # 2 A7 45 R 5
(India Orientalis)ayg ~ J& iy 64
AR > e — A ALY
B o A 0 18 B 4 f2Banda
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Audio porro, illas naves quae
anno a Christi nativitate millesimo
sexecentesimo tertio ex Moluccis
in Hollandiam redibant, binas
similes aves quidem attulisse, sed
in itinere mortuas, projecisse. (99)
P2 LR T AR AR E
A %, 701603 4t Moluccae#f & ik
= A B 09 A Rl R e T —#HR
a0 T AERIETIRE 0 B
MmEET °

Before the year 1579 this Bird
was never seen in Europe; and
no Author of the Ancients, or
Modernes, has spoken thereof.
The Hollanders brought one at
the return of their first Voyage
from India. It was given them as
a Rarity by a Prince of the Isle of
Java. Six years after (=1603) they
brought two others, but they dyed
on the way. That here described
was sent to the King in 1671(=

HEF&104), by the Governour of
Madagascar, who had bought it
of the Marchants which returned
from the Indies. It lived four years
at Versailles. (241)
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Haec avis...quatuor pedum et
aliquot unciarum altitudinem
excedebat. (98)

P AR E T

ours (sc. our cassowary) measured
five foot and a half in lenght,
from the end of the Beak to the
extremity of the Tallons. (241)

ATAZE— R A~

collum a summo capite ad dorsi
initium, tredecim paene uncias erat
longum. (98)

PIE e T SATA S A H B
a B #FH 13k
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The Head and Neck were a foot
and a half together (241)

o
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Eius caput... fere glabrum, coloris
ex atro caerulei cum colli suprema
parte, in quo apparebant rari pili
nigri.
FIE A A ETF SRR
é’) ’ ff‘ﬁ &3 S NE B3R — AR AR A A
2 &2 M o ATA LA R
é@i]%5(98)

The Neck was without feathers....
The Head also had none. (242)

5]

hTEXRAWE 0 kT
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anterior colli pars, quatuor paene
unciis infra rostrum, bina veluti
membranacea palearia, ceu
barbulas, propendentia habebat
duas uncias longa, coloris miniati.
NE X EXOE TS
wgetag Ty 0 A — HEAR A R R
A R AGE 0 AW
k0 R4 & - (98-99)

there were two fleshy Appendices,
like those which hang down at the
lower Beak of Hen's. They were
an inch and a half long, and nine
lines '** broad, being rounded at
the end. Their colour was like he
rest of the Neck, partly red and
partly blew. (243)
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&
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a cuius medio, ad capitis usque
verticem porrectum diadema
assurgebat corneae substantiae,
tres fere uncias altum.

IR Ak AL EAT 0 I
H—AHNA  HF =P 5.
(9%)

It (sc. the head) was covered with
a Crest three inches high, like the
of a Helmet. ... It was every where
smooth and shining like Horn; Its
Circumference was like an edg,
not exceeding three lines in that

place. (242)

& e

WHERILL &

paulloque supra mucronem binis
foraminibus,
praebentibus (p. 98)

E AR CEC TR 5
A —H AL B SRR - (p.
98)

narium usum

The Interstices on each side (sc. of
the Beak) had but one Membrane,
in which were the holes of the
Nostrills, very near the extremity
of the Beak. (243).

140 Line: —vf64 12 5= —

(OED, line, 16 a).
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oculi paullo supra rostri fissuram
magni, ardentes et truces, leonis
oculis paene similes (98)
I REE AN AN B R R
IR 0 R IRAVE A AL
£ F- Spf T Y AR AR

The Eye was large. Its Iris of a
Topaze colour, almost as in the
Lyon. (243)

A LR %o A

There were likewise a row of
black Hairs like a Demi-circle, at
the top of the Eye, raised like an
Eye-brow. (243)

WFILKR =5 > BB
EEAG  MAEL

et meatus illos aurium parvos et
detectos (sc. nigri pili cingebant.)
(98)

K R R IR SRUN R S NN
0~ ARFE - I FR o

The hole of the Ear was very great
and bare, being only surrounded
with black Hairs. (243)

ENER 0 KT B

The Tongue measured an Inch in
length and eight Lines in breadth.
It was indented all round like a
Cocks Combe. (248)

HWFRALET

alas haberet, set sub plumis latera
tegentibus latentes. (98)

IR R A B I
MNEZTF °

The Wing was so little, that it did
not appear, being quite hid under
the Feathers of the Back (241)

HRER  EEms
FEKkAm AFE 0 k¥ =
<+

Alas ... quatuor maioribus pennis
nigris praeditas. (98)

I DA LA v R
ERNRRESR

and did each (sc. wing) cast
forth five great Tubes or Stems
without any Beards. ... they were
of different length, according to
the dispositon, and proportion that
the Fingers have in the Hand. The
longest was eleven inches, being
three lines Diameter towards
the root, which was only a little
bigger than the extemetiy, which
went not pointing but did appear
broken, or ragged. Their Colour
was of a very shining black. (242)

K

AHERLE S 2% AR
EZ8E  HRRR

Illae plumae, ut a procul aspicientibus
non plumis sed villis duntaxat
tectum eius avis corium existimari
possit, quale ursinum est. (98)
PG BRI E
RAEIRF R > AL E
BERBMEENIENLE > Wk
0 R ARHARAR

those (sc. feathers) which do
cover it (sc. the bird), do better
resemble the Hair of a Bear or
wild-Boar, than Feathers, or
Down; so harsh, long, and thin are
the Fibres which do compose the
Beards of these Plumes. (241)
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Pennae seu verius plumae ... perpetuo
erant geminae, ex eodem parvo
brevique tubulo prodeuntes. (98)

PIE R RN A
(WA RNL]h R —4 N E T
g

... quia hanc avem non esse
volucrem, nec a terra tolli posse
arbitror. (98)

P HALE -EERY
B bR o

All these Plumes were of one
sort, different from Birds which
fly, where there are some feathers
for flight, and others only for
covering the Skin. Our Cassowar
had only the last sort. They were
most double, having two long
Tubes or Stems proceeding from
another very short one, which was
fastened to the Skin. (242)

f;"‘%/j’ﬁ\?%%vrn A KA

nam cauda carebat. (98)

FF R AMIEH RN

There was no Tail; the feathers
which did cover the Rump .... not
being different from the others nor
otherwise disposed. (242)

JEATF B hn B8 F > [ 12
3 s

Crura in ambitu quinque unciarum
crassitudinem superabant, crebrisque
corticibus seu squamis latis tecta
erant. (98)

PR M SERB A
vt kom [ 45 MR ] 4 A 0 A 2R

SRR R

The Leggs ... had some Scales. ...
towards the bottom and fore-part
of the Leg they contained even an
inch. (243)

o KR = Bk s 85

Pedes habebat crassos, duros,
tribus crassis digitis preditos. (98)
PR AR EmE o b
A ZARFLJE B sk

The Toes ...
number, having none behind.
(243-4)

were but three in

KNBEEHAN  LBAT
PADE &L TV ES Sy
BERAITES 0 L5
Ll RTELR
(ERA

pedes adeo firmos et robustos ... .
non rostro antrorsum, sed oblique
se convertens, aversis retrorsum
pedibus eos ... impeterre solebat.
99)
FHEBRBERA S 0 HRE
ks Bl o R A T
w0 B4R B AR A 4R 4R e R
AT -

quod (sc. diadema) cum plumario
defluvio cadere, et cum plumae
renascuntur, novum crescere
intelligebam. (98)
PRk TR (BE) §
MEF L% mie % o g AL
B XEEHAS -

Clusius says that this Bird has a
prodigious strength in his Feet,
with which it strikes, by running
backward, in such fort, that it
breaks down Truncks of Trees of
the bigness of ones thigh. Those
that had the care of ours (sc. our
cassowary), observed it not to be
so strong nor Furious. (244)
Clusius says that when the Bird
molts the Crest falls off with the
Feathers: ... we made enquirie
after this Particularity of those
which do look after the Animals
of Versailes who for the space of
four years have not seen the Crest
fallen. (243)

Aldrovandus ... reports that this
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Bird is chiefly admirable in that
it has neither Wings nor Tongue.
In our Subject we fount this a
falsitie. (241)

PR S T AN A ) Clusius says that in the Indies it
Tt B M AR E W is called Eme. We have not yet

been able to understand wherefore
it is in French called Casuel or
Gasuel.(241)

M| AR AT ik Those that had the care of ours

W [RA L (sc. Cassowar), observed it not to
be so strong nor Furious. (244)

# | fLuk 3 sk A 0 i | licet vero quaecumque obiciebantur | this animal, which feeds not on

£ | 498 M aEEE 0 IR A% | voraret, ut aurantia mala integra, | flesh, buet Puls and Bread. (244)

et similia: ordinarius tamen eius
cibus erat similagineus, sive
primarius panis. (99)

P LR R AR A AT
B5 0 e BRI R R
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Family CASUARIIDAE (CASSOWARIES)

PLATE 3 SPECIES ACCOUNTS

Genus CASUARIUS  Brisson, 1760

e,

1. Southern Cassowary

B6 =#E4f k% 1. %5 A k¥t (Southern Cassowary; 3 T %2 % Casuarius casuarius ) 2. 415 £ X % ( Dwarf Cassowary; $=
T #- % Casuarius bennetti ) 3. 3k 77 &k # (Northern Cassowary) » X F& % % /i 44 Kk #: ( Single-wattled Cassowary )

from Josep del Hoyo, Andrew Elliott, Jordi Sargatal et al., Handbook of the Birds of the World, PLATE 3.



B7 & A Académie royale des sciences ed., Mémoires de I'Académie royale des sciences, vol. Tom 3 Part 2 (1666-1699), 1I partie,
PL 56, pag 155 & PL 57, pag 156.

N Onifthdbg{a&."bhvxf‘(. 5

j o 9,
AuisHmc. . r

B8 & AG. P Rouffaer and J. W. Ijzerman, De eerste schtpvaart .
der Nederlanders naar Oost-Indié onder Cornelis de
Houtman, 1595-1597--journalen, documenten en andere |
bescheiden, Plaat 30, p. 13.
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10 # A Donald F. Lach, 4sia in the Making of Europe, vol. 11,
book one, fig. 141.
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12 # A Herbert Haupt, Eva Irblich, Manfred Staudinger and Thea Vignau-Wilberg, Le Bestiaire de Rodolphe II, no. 118, 119.
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