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Facial Tattoo Patterns: Exploring the Early Contact
between the Inner Asia Caucasian nomads and
Ethnic Chinese

Chen Chien-wen
Department of History
National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

The paper explores the early contacts that might have happened between the
Inner Asia Caucasian nomads and the ethnic Chinese of the pre-Qin period, inferred
from the perspective of a special kind of facial tattoo marks. The study found that
a cirrus-like facial tattoo on the clam carvings in the shape of a human head with
Caucasoid features, unearthed at Fufeng, Shanxi Province, China, had also appeared
in the archaeological sites in Southern Russia, the Ural mountains, the Central
Asian Bactrian region, southern Siberia, Xinjiang, and northern China. It indicates
a likely connection with the early nomadic peoples of Inner Asia, and even a ritual
tradition of early Indo-Europeans. The Fufeng finding shows that at the latest in
the Western Zhou Dynasty, some contact already existed between Chinese and the
Caucasian peoples of Inner Eurasia, resulting from the eastward development of the
nomadic horseback culture, and not necessarily by the way of the Xinjiang region.
Those early Caucasian nomads might have come from Southern Siberia and western
Mongolia, becoming the first whites that the Chinese people encountered.

Keywords: Caucasoid, Indo-Europeans, Facial marks, Inner Eurasia, Nomads,
Scythian, Saka
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