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The Follower of Allah:
Ming Wu-tsung and the Ceramics with Huihui
Characters of the Cheng-te Official Kiln

Weng Yu-wen
Department of the Southern Branch
National Palace Museum

Abstract

The paper discusses the Huihui characters in the Cheng-te official kiln, and the
Ming Wu-tsung’s role to the style of his imperial porcelains.

After reviewing the shapes, decorative patterns and Xiaojing scripts of the
Cheng-te official wares, it is discovered that the emergence of the Huihui porcelains
in the early Ming dynasty is the result of the influence of North-west Islamic culture.

The Cheng-te official kiln wares with Huihui characters are the evidence of the
official Islamic religious heritage in the middle of Ming dynasty and also an example
of how the style of the official wares was influenced by Ming Wu-tsung at the time.

Keywords: Ming Dynasty Official Kilns, Cheng-te Official Kiln, Ming Wu-tsung,
Islam, Ceramics, Huihui Characters.
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