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Han palace in this version has numerous architectural images that resemble actual Qing buildings. For
instance, there are circular structures that resemble the Hall of Prayer for Good Harvest (Qinian dian)
at the altar of Heaven. There is also a two-storied pavilion with a pyramidal roof and gilt decoration
that is similar to the design of the Rain Flower Pavilion (Yuhua ge) in the Forbidden City. In addition, a
group of buildings shows a composition in imitation of that of the Pavilion of Ten Thousand Happiness
(Wanfu ge), the Pavilion of Extended Peace (Yansui ge), and the Pavilion of Eternal Health (Yongkang
ge)in the Palace of Peace and Harmony (Yonghe gong). These structures are linked together by flying
galleries. ; 3] B Anita Chung, Drawing Boundaries: Architectural Images in Qing China, p. 112.
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Spring Morning in the Qing Palace: The Spring Morning in
the Han Palace as Rendered by the Qianlong Emperor’s Court

Painters

Qin Xiaolei
China Youth Press

Abstract

“Antique-style painting” is an important part of the Emperor Qianlong’s art
academy and even of the entire Qing dynasty’s court paintings. The particular genre
reflects how a monarch considered the “old” — by which antique works he would
commission for emulation, a further select paintings emerged among his imperial
collections. It also involves his attitude toward the “contemporary”, the reinterpretations
of the originals while emulating.

The present paper explores the motives of antique-style emulation under the
guidance of the Emperor Qianlong, based on four individual scrolls of The Spring
Morning in the Han Palace executed by his court painters, and studies the academy’s
new interpretations of the namesake title theme. The analysis first goes back to Qiu
Ying’s Spring Morning in the Han Palace (in the National Palace Museum’s collection)
to trace the origins of the painting’s title and form, and finds they came from a genre
popular in the late Ming: figure paintings of court ladies. The term “Spring Morning in
the Han Palace” might have been the very invention of the Ming period. Many works
closely titled and almost identically imaged flooded the art market of the late Ming and
early Qing.

It is very likely that the Qianlong Emperor’s interest in the title theme went
beyond the image itself. The combination of both the term and the image aroused rich

imaginations of and associations with the lives and stories behind inside the ancient Han
Palace, thus his repeated commissions to reproduce the painting in the same theme.

The paper next deals with the relationship between the original and the Qianlong
imitations. It reveals that while emulating the antique style, the copies themselves
nevertheless actively sought to modify the ancient form, under the emperor’s guidance.
The feasbility of the changes point to the enabling resources allowed to the court
painters, whereas the presence of modifications imply they must have been either
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intended by Qianlong himself or as inferred by the painters on what was on His
Majesty’s mind, all the more reflecting the resulted works were indeed the products of
Qianlong, as the personal interest of a private person, as well as a public expression by
an emperor.

Keywords: Antique-style paintings, Qianlong’s Court Art Academy, the Spring
Morning in the Han Palace
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