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There is an kind of porcelain made here with
an outer pierced casing, carved in openwork
(a jour), so as to inclose the cup which holds
the liquid. The cup and the pierced casing
form one piece.

S.W. Bushell, Oriental Ceramic Art (New
York: Appleton, 1899), 351.

Another kind of porcelain that is made here |
have not seen before. It is all perforated like
cut paper work, while inside it is a cup for
holding a liquid. The cup is in one piece with
the perforated envelope.

William Burton, Porcelain: A Sketch of Its
Nature Art and Manufacture (London : Cassell
& Co., 1906), 96.
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Another kind of porcelain is made here that |
have not seen before; it is all pierced to open
work like cut paper; in the middle is a cup
made for holding liquid. The cup is made of
one piece with the pierced work.

Robert Tichane, Ching-Te-Chen : Views of a
Porcelain City (New York: New York State
Institute for Glaze Research , Painted Post,
1983), 83.
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European merchants demand sometimes from the Chinese
workmen porcelain slabs, to form in one piece the top of a table
or bench, or frames for pictures. These works are impossible;
the broadest and longest slabs made are only a foot across or
thereabouts, and if one goes beyond, whatever may be the
thickness, it will be warped in baking.

S.W. Bushell, Oriental
Ceramic Art (New York:
Appleton, 1899), 354.

2 European merchants sometimes order from the Chinese porcelain | William Burton, Porcelain:
slabs, so that one piece should cover a table or a chair of make a | A Sketch of Its Nature Art
picture frame. Such works are impossible; the widest and longest | and Manufacture (London :
slabs that can be made measute only a foot or thereabouts, and if | Cassell & Co., 1906), 106.
they go beyond that, however thick they may be, they bend.
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4 The European merchants sometimes demand from the Chinese | Robert Tichane, Ching-
workers plates of porcelain, one piece of which would make the | Te-Chen : Views of a
top of a table of a chair of a framed picture. These works are | Porcelain City (New York:
impossible. The largest and longest possible are about a foot | New York State Institute
long; if one goes beyond that, however thick one makes them, | for Glaze Research ,
they warp; the thickness similarly doesn’t make it easy to form | Painted Post, 1983), 100.
this kind of work, and this is why, instead of making the plaques
thick, one makes them of two surfaces that one unites, leaving the
interior hollow; one joins them only with a cross piece and one
makes two holes in the sides to insert in a work of carpentry, or in
the back of a chair; whatever is agreeable.
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The mandarins, who know the genius of Europeans for inventions
often ask me to have brought from Europe novel and curious designs,
in order that they may present to the emperor something unique. On
the other hand, the Christians press me strongly not to get any such
models, for the mandarins are not so easy to be convinced as our
merchants, when the workmen tell them that a task is impracticable;
and the bastinado is liberally administered before the mandarin will
abandon a design which may bring him, he hopes, great profit.

S.W. Bushell, Oriental
Ceramic Art (New
York: Appleton,
1899), 355.

The Mandarins, knowing how great is the genius of Europeans in
inventions, have often asked me to procure from Europe new and
curious designs so that they might present something unique to the
Emperor. On the other hand, the Christians beg me very strongly
not to procure such models, because the Mandarins cannot be so
easily convinced as our merchants when the workmen tell them
that something is impracticable, and often the bastinado is liberally
administered before the Mandarin will abandon a scheme that he
thinks may be of profit to him.

William Burton,
Porcelain: A Sketch
of Its Nature Art and
Manufacture (London
: Cassell & Co.,
1906), 107.
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Nevertheless, the mandarins, who know of the ability of Europeans to
make inventions, have asked me to get from Europe new and original
designs, that could be presented to the emperor as something unique.
On the other hand, the Christians press me strongly not to furnish
such samples, for the mandarins are not so understanding as our
merchants when the workers tell them that something is impractical.
And the bastinado is often applied liberally before the mandarin
abandons a design which promises great advantages.

Robert Tichane,
Ching-Te-Chen :
Views of a Porcelain
City (New York: New
York State Institute
for Glaze Research ,
Painted Post, 1983),
102.
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Tang Ying’s Supervision of the Making of Revolving Vases
and Related Issues

Yu Pei-Chin
Department of Antiquities
National Palace Museum

Abstract

This study investigates revolving vases in historical records to look at differences
in what the Qianlong Emperor and Tang Ying, superintendent of the Imperial kilns,
understood by “novel” porcelain works. The study will also discuss the styles,
decorations and manufacturing techniques of revolving vases, how this type of vase
evolved over time and how it was influenced by and in turn influenced Western
craftwork.

Revolving vases have two broad categories of rotating mechanism: a simpler type
which can easily be rotated, and a more complex type which has to be operated by
professionals. According to historical records, most of the revolving vases made under
the supervision of Tang Ying were of the former type. The records of the Portuguese
ambassador’s visit suggest that the development from simple structures to more
complex and ingenious mechanisms in rotating vases stemmed from the Qianlong
Emperor’s desire to showcase the Qing Empire’s prowess in craftwork.

The double-layer structure and openwork decoration of revolving vases can be
traced back to the Song Dynasty and share a similar design concept with the rice-pattern
decorated porcelain works which had been circulating in the West since the 17" century.
The rotating function and the use of the “celestial and terrestrial union” joint (a type of
ball and socket joint) were undoubtedly Tang Ying’s creative response to the Qianlong
Emperor’s demand for “novel” porcelain works.

Keywords: Tang Ying, Qianlong Emperor, Revolving-Vase, openwork Jiaotai-vase

(Translated by Shih-han Huang)
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