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Hidden Fragrance by a Waterside Hall
Cheng Diai-clien (1899-1983), Republican period

This handscroll, ranked ns a Significant Historic Artifact, crops
thi inagery 80 &8 10 fodus on only par of The scene, A wry creative
appraach, Chang Dai-chien uses a close-up rendering of the
subject matter, providing the viewer with a detalled yet pancramic
Journay Bcross & lofus pond, Tha handscroll follows. the lotus stems
1o eraate visusl Bres of rofensnce to take the viewer along, the lotus
leaves often extending beyond the borders of the painting. The
leerves alsc cverlap everywhers, the ink tones ranging from Light 1o
dark o sugpest distant and nesar, also highlighting the brightress
and shacows as wall a5 0 sense of space, The biosscoms and lemes
intenmingle in density, playing off esch other for a feeling of solid
and void that encourages the viewss 1o explone and penetrate the
depths. The complate lotus leaf at the end on the left creates a
dramatic conrast with the area of papsr ket blank, standing out
with clarity to Sense as &n appropriate ending. Brush and ink dance
and fiy on the paper in a well-composed avangement, seemingly
without & trace of its production, indeed reflecting a silhaustte of
the groat master himsell

This work is temporarnily entrusted to the National Palace
Museum from the collection of the National Museum of Histary,
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