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A Study of the Context and Origin of Pu Ru’s
Landscape Handscrolls in the Collection of National
Palace Museum

Wei, Ke-hsin
Public Affairs Task Force, National Museum of History

Abstract

This paper studies Pu Ru’s landscape handscrolls made in 1950s and 1960s that are
now in the collection of National Palace Museum. We will analyze the creative logic and
concepts underlying this form of ink painting and further explore the creative purposes
behind his miniature and large-scale handscrolls. Facing the political revolution and the
rise of Western thought and art in early 20th century, Pu Ru consciously reflected on the
reformation of painting and, similar to painters of the traditional school active in Beijing
in the early Republican era, he aimed to trace the tradition of Chinese landscape painting
back to its sources and make an inversion. Hence, after coming to Taiwan, Pu Ru devoted
himself to emulating landscape painters from the Five Dynasties period and from the
Northern Song Dynasty. With miniature handscrolls, Pu explored various compositional
principles and perspectives, attempting to achieve an extension of space, authentic view
of the landscape, and a presence of close view in the landscape panorama. Furthermore,
it is the finding of this paper that, rather than being market-oriented, Pu Ru’s miniature
handscrolls are closer to the scale of miniature painting and calligraphy in the curio boxes
characteristic of the Qing court art. The paper suggests that Pu Ru adopted this form to
mark his identity of being one of the last scions, to lament the demise of the Great Qing
Empire, or to remember the past joy of handling these curios. With large-scale handscrolls,
Pu Ru explores the landscape imagery of “miniature panorama” through integrating
various antique paintings to continue the cultural inheritance and to extend and maintain
the tradition of landscape painting.

Keywords: Pu Ru, landscape handscrolls, last scion, miniature, imitation of the antique,
miniature panorama
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