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A Rediscovery of The Classic of Mountains and Seas:
The Documentary Value of Cao Shan’s Manuscript Version

Lu, Yi-lu

Department of Chinese Literature, Soochow University

Abstract

The rare book version of The Classic of Mountains and Seas (Shanhaijing) most
often seen today is the imprint made by the Chiyang Commandery Studio of You Mao
in the Southern Song period. Analysis of The Classic of Mountains and Seas manuscript
version by Cao Shan in the late Yuan dynasty now in the National Palace Museum
collection, however, shows that it probably is based not only on an earlier but also a better
one than the You Mao Southern Song imprint.

In terms of its contents, the Cao Shan manuscript version can rectify the problems
associated with imprints from the Southern Song to Ming and Qing period. It can
be confirmed as no coincidence that the phrases used in the annotations by Guo Pu
such as “yiyue (one saying)” and “huozuo (also known as)” appear in the Cao Shan
manuscript. The consistency between this manuscript version and Tang and Song dynasty
collectanea also reveals the scholarly value of Cao Shan’s transcription. Furthermore,
Cao Shan’s transcription of Guo Pu’s annotations offers many rectifications for the Guo
Pu annotations in the You Mao imprint. In addition, the spaces for illustration eulogies in
the You Mao imprint shows that the Cao Shan manuscript is not only an earlier version of
The Classic of Mountains and Seas but also a more complete one with three parts for the
text, annotations, and illustration eulogies, thus allowing it to fill the lacunae of illustration
eulogies later for the “Wilderness Classics.”

Keywords: Cao Shan, Cao Shiliang, The Classic of Mountains and Seas, You Mao, lllustration
Eulogies for the Classic of Mountains and Seas

(Translated by Donald E. Brix)
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