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From Appointment to Calligraphy: A Study of Xu
Hao’s The Appointment of Zhu Juchuan”

Wang, Ting-chun™*

Abstract

This study explores The Appointment of Zhu Juchuan, attributed to Xu Hao (703-
782), a scroll currently preserved in the National Palace Museum, Taiwan. This work is
an official document recording the appointment of Zhu Juchuan (725-783) by the court
as case reviewer in the Court of Judicial Review and magistrate of Zhongli County in
Haozhou. Written in 768 AD, the third year of the Dali era under the reign of Emperor
Daizong of the Tang dynasty, the work is distinguished for its upright and vigorous
brushwork. As an important and rare example in the history of Tang Dynasty calligraphy,
The Appointment of Zhu Juchuan had been well-studied and reproduced in the following
centuries.

Modern scholars have paid attention to The Appointment of Zhu Juchuan from the
following perspectives. From an institutional historical view, scholars have compared
transmitted documents with excavated manuscripts to confirm the ancient administration
system. From the perspective of the history of calligraphy, scholars have mainly focused
on problems related to authorship and authenticity. Relatively speaking, no comprehensive
and thorough research about the form, content, calligraphy style, and connoisseurship of
the work has been done until now. Originally composed as an official document, the work
was appreciated instead as a calligraphic masterpiece through the gradual reconstruction
of later connoisseurship. This transformative role played by The Appointment of Zhu
Juchuan, from bureaucratic to aesthetic, differentiated it from other calligraphy works
in the Tang dynasty. In this process of reconstruction, the Yuan dynasty was a critical
jumping-off point, in which Xianyu Shu (1246-1302), a renowned calligrapher, played a
crucial role.

This paper will first treat The Appointment of Zhu Juchuan as an official document
and examine its form by using other available sources such as gaoshen (appointment)
documents. It then proceeds to discuss the style of calligraphy and authorship, by putting
the work back into the context of calligraphy history in the High and Middle Tang period.
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Finally, this paper summarizes the collection history of The Appointment of Zhu Juchuan
in the Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasty. Focusing on the perception of the work, it
explores the construction process of the work’s position in calligraphy history. This paper
tries to resolve the debates over the form, content, authorship and calligraphy style of
The Appointment of Zhu Juchuan in the hope of developing an awareness of how it was
constructed as an important work through history.

Keywords: The Appointment of Zhu Juchuan, Xu Hao, appointment (gaoshen), Middle Tang
period, Xianyu Shu

*  Received: 17 August 2021; Accepted: 27 October 2021
**  Project Assistant, Department of Antiquities, National Palace Museum
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