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Qing Investigations into Japan during the Reign of Kangxi:
Centering on Two Old Drawings of Nagasaki in the Qing Palace’

Liu, Shiuh-feng™"

Abstract

This paper deals with two old drawings on Nagasaki trade deposited in the Qing
palace regarding their contents, background and date of production, Sino-Japanese
relations surrounding the Nagasaki trade during the early Qing dynasty (1662-1735), and
Qing China’s knowledge of Japan.

Based on the author’s research in this study, these two drawings were both made
in the early 18" century during the reign of Kangxi (1662-1722); one is named Haiyang
gingyan tu {1 Z:[E (Scroll Representing Chinese Junks on the Voyage to Nagasaki)
while the other one Changqi maoyi tu Felii® Fhl (Scenes of Nagasaki Trade). The two
were originally deposited in the Qing palace. Haiyang gingyan tu was brought to Japan
during the late Qing-early Republican era and collected by the library of Tokyo Imperial
University but unfortunately destroyed in the 1923 Great Kanto earthquake; now only
a collotype print survives. Changgi maoyi tu is now deposited at the National Palace
Museum. The most distinctive feature of the two drawings is that they were both drawn
by Chinese artists, and their making was connected closely with Sino-Japanese trade. The
Kangxi emperor sent people to investigate into the domestic situation in Japan and the two
drawings were accordingly made. The survival of the two drawings not only corroborate
historical fact, but it also supplements the pictorial history of Sino-Japanese historical
relations.

Keywords: Kangxi, Cao Yin, Haiyang qingyan tu, Changqi maoyi tu, Sino-Japanese trade,
Nagasaki, Tokan
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