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Study of Jinxiang Shrine’s Image in Eastern Han Dynasty:
A Detailed Investigation of the Original”

Tang, Yen-ju™*

Abstract

Limited by the size of the original stones and the influence of the Epigraphy,
research on Han dynasty images on ancestral shrines has been based predominantly on
ink rubbings. The technique, though being viewed as a paramount tool for scholarly
reproduction, was unable to replicate those numerous thinly engraved lines on the original
stones of the Jinxiang Shrine. These shallow engraved lines are important as they fill in
the area that had been previously considered to be left blank. They also reveal the design
process during the construction of the shrine: Initially aimed to depict a scene where
guests toast with their wine glasses raised, the shallow intaglio reveals that the depiction
was later modified into a vivid banquet scene. It is also worth noting that the shallow lines
constitute imagery that exceeds the assumed boundary of the banquet scene.

This article explores the previously unnoticed shallow intaglio on the Jinxiang Shrine,
based on accessible digital rubbings and investigations of the original stones in situ.
By clarifying these thinly engraved lines as well as their relationships with the images
previously reconstructed by modern scholars, the article reveal the sequence of the design
process and the changing of pictorial depiction involved in the construction of Jinxiang
Shrine murals. It further discusses the large-scale image of the banquet scene as well as
the portrait of the tomb occupant through an investigation of the intertwined relationship
between the shallow intaglio and the arrangement of the shrine’s interior space. This
article argues that the portrait of the tomb owner is absent from the Jinxiang Shrine, his
physical presence indicated through the sacrificial ceremonies performed by his offspring.
In short, the images on the walls of the Jinxiang Shrine render a grand banquet attended
by local elites, old friends and clan members. It is a feast that takes place in a specific time
and space.

Keywords: rubbing, Han stone relief, Zhu Wei Shrine, Chu Wei Shrine, Jinxiang Shrine, image
of Han-dynasty shrine, Han-dynasty banquet.

*  Received: 24 June 2021; Accepted: 22 April 2022.
**  Project Assistant, Department of Antiquities, National Palace Museum
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