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A Study of the Cultural Elements of Tomb Guardian
Figures from the Western Wei to Northern Zhou
Period: With a Discussion on Workshops and Style”

. . o K
Liu, Wei-chi

Abstract

This paper uses an analysis of the style and elements of tomb guardian figures during
the period of the Western Wei to Northern Zhou to suggest that dynastic ruling groups
used the concept of Xianbei mythical animals and Buddhist vajra warriors to define
the appearance of tomb-guardian creatures and tomb-guardian warriors. Furthermore,
the placement of the figurines in tombs reflected the burial system established by the
imperial court, and the court set up workshops to provide for the burial vessels, hence
the appearance of official burial artifacts. Changes in official style were related to major
events in the state, thus representing the development of a new cultural policy.

Keywords: Western Wei-Northern Zhou period, tomb-guardian creatures, tomb-guardian
warriors, workshops, style
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