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Shen Mingyi and the Shuijing Hall Rubbing of
Huaisu’s Autobiography in His Collection”

. ) Kk
Liu, Yi-hsuan

Abstract

The ink-on-paper handscroll of Autobiography (Zixu tie) by the Tang dynasty
calligrapher Huaisu (fl. latter half of the 8" ¢.) in the National Palace Museum collection is
one of the most famous works in the history of Chinese calligraphy. In the Ming dynasty,
around 1524, Wen Zhengming (1470-1559) made a copy of this work for the production
of the “Shuijing Hall stone engraving.” The present study focuses on a member of the
cultural elite in Jiaxing, Shen Mingyi (1763-1837), and his rubbing of the Shuijing Hall
engraving of Autobiography that he had sorted out and restored, which became known as
the “Shen Mingyi version.”

This study first combs through the family information about Shen Mingyi as a link
among the cultural elites of the time. Among the many talents of his day, Shen Mingyi
became acquainted with numerous connoisseurs and collectors of bronze and stone
artifacts, and he also collected and studied examples of such as well as works of painting,
calligraphy, and rubbings. The Shen Mingyi version is one of the most finely crafted
among various rubbings of Shijing Hall stone engraving. It is rich in content, featuring
inscriptions and seals from several Qing dynasty figures. And like a bibliophile, Shen had
his restored version mounted in a stitched-binding book format with added notes. By also
going through Shen Mingyi’s diary, one can discover more information about the time and
process behind the making of his version, his commentaries on it, and what may have been
its original appearance.

Keywords: Autobiography (Zixu tie), Shen Mingyi, Shen Zhucen riji, collection history,
Jiaxing
(Translated by Donald E. Brix)

*  Received: 3 March 2023; Accepted: 10 January 2024
** Doctoral student, Graduate Institute of Art History, National Taiwan University
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