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The National Palace Museum Research Quarterly 23:3 (2006) 157

A Preliminary Discussion of the Ornamented
Buddha of the T’ang Dynasty
Representing the Defeat of Mara

Lee Yu-min
Painting and Calligraphy Department
National Palace Museum

Abstract

In the Buddhist art of the T’ang dynasty is found a uniquely ornamented image
of the Buddha representing the Buddha’s achieving enlightenment upon the conquest
of Mara. While many scholars refer to this figure as Vairocana in esoteric Buddhism,
the author believes that it-should be taken as a representation ofithe famous-image of
Sakyamuni’s enlightenment-under-the Bodhi.tree\in'the Mahabodhi’ Monastery.in the
kingdom of Magadha. According tolegend, the Bodhi image was crafted;in the like-
ness of Sakyamuni by Maitreya. In China during the early T’ang, monks and envoys
brought from India illustrations of this image, which were then quickly reproduced
and disseminated throughout the land. Examples can be seen today in the Central
Plains region, Szechwan, and Tunhuang. The differences between Bodhi images of
the Central Plains and Szechwan and those of Tunhuang demonstrate that more than
one illustration was transmitted from India. Furthermore, the original single-figure
Bodhi image from India, upon its arrival in China, was not only expanded into group
images, but also combined with images of Maitreya in the rock-carved niches of
Szechwan. At the same time, with the development of the Hua-yen faith, the Bodhi
image, which originally represented the Nirmanakaya (transformation-body)
Sakyamuni, came to be seen as the Dharmakaya (true-body) Vairocana. However, at
this time, the Vairocana Buddha in question was that of the Hua-yen, not esoteric,
teachings.

Keywords: T ang dynasty, ornamented Buddha, Bodhi Tree enlightenment image,
Sakyamuni, Maitreya, Vairocana Buddha

%k The article in Chinese appears from page 39 to 90.
% Translated from the Chinese abstract on page 39 by Jeffrey Moser.



