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Ch’ien-lung’s Connoisseurship of Ceramics

Hsieh Ming-liang
Graduate Institute of Art History
National Taiwan University

Abstract

The present essay attempts to reconstruct the characteristics of Emperor Ch’ien-
lung ceramics connoisseurship on the basis of his nearly two hundred surviving
poems about ceramics, extant pieces from the Ch’ing imperial collection, and
archival records of the court’s Office of Imperial Manufactures (zs 'ao-pan-ch 'u). The
emperor’s poetry reveals that his connoisseurial ability was influenced both by Ming
literati methods of appreciation;-and by-his own extensive inspéction of physical
pieces. Surviving works-inscribed with thevemperor’s poetry demonstrate-that his
Judgments of date and provenance are indeedjoften quite ¢losg to the: conclusions of
modern day scholars, who labor with a wealth of archeological evidence and
research at their disposal. Ch’ien-lung’s poems on ceramics are also rife with expres-
sions of his own industrious virtue, soliloquies on the hardships of rule, and other
self-admonitions, demonstrating Ch’ien-lung’s adherence to a perception of himself
as a moral sage-king. Such writings help us understand why Ch’ien-lung devoted
such attention to the quality of imperial ceramics produced during his reign. The fre-
quent inscription of Sung-style pi-fe (“comparing virtue”) and other such phrases on
Ch’ien-lung era imperial porcelain may also be more easily understood when viewed
in this context.

Keywords: Ch’ing dynasty, Ch’ien-lung, ceramics, Ch’ien-lung’s poetry

¢ The article in Chinese appears from page 1 to 38.
*# Translated from the Chinese abstract on page 1 by Jeffrey Moser.



