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The Foundation for Extending Political and Military Power:
a Discussion of Ch’ien-lung Era Currency Policy
in Sinkiang and Tibet

Cheng Wing-cheong
Department of Books and Documents
National Palace Museum

Abstract

The present essay analyzes changes in the currency system and policies applied
by the eighteenth century Ch’ing court;to the western interior regions of the empire.
The essay first clarifies the currency history of the region;-and.its relationship to the
bordering regions of Central Asia, prior to the advent of Ch’ing administration in the
first half of the eighteenth/century. It'then analyzes the ways by which the Ch’ing court
used monetary policy to encourage the acceptance of currency as a medium of
exchange and affirm its political authority in the region. The essay ends with an
investigation of the actual currency situation in the Ch’ing-administered regions of the
West. It examines how the court, in light of socio-economic conditions, changing
currency value, and financial considerations, dealt with the currency issue, and how
these efforts reflect Ch’ing frontier policy in general.

Keywords: Ch’ing Kao-tsung, p 'u-erh coins, currency policy, frontier policy,
Zunghar, Gurkha.

* The article in Chinese appears from page 135 to 180.
% Translated from the Chinese abstract on page 135 by Jeffrey Moser.



