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Questions Concerning the Japanese Maki-e in the Ch’ing
Imperial Collection: Evidence from the Collection of the

National Palace Museum

Chen Hui-hsia
Antiquities Department
National Palace Museum

Abstract

The National Palace Museum has in its collection a number of examples of
Japanese maki-e from the Ch’ing imperial collection. ‘Maki-e refers to a technique
used for decorating lacquer ware, which the Japanese developed to a high art. The
style of the majority of the maki-e pieces in the NPM collection suggests. that they
date to the 18th century. At that time there were no formal diplomatic ties between
the Ch’ing court and Japan, which begs the question of how did these pieces found
their way into China? Also, what did the Ch’ing emperors think of these Japanese
maki-e wares? Did they have any influence on Chinese art? And were the maki-e
wares that were exported to China in the 18th century different from those that had
been exported to Europe from the 16th century on? It is hoped that an investigation
of the maki-e wares in the NPM collection will shed some more light the nature of
culture exchange between Japan and China in the late imperial period.

Keywords: lacquer ware, maki-e, Sino-Japanese cultural exchange

*¢ The article in Chinese appears from page 191 to 223.
*% Translated from the Chinese abstract on page 191 by Paul Cooper.



