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The Ch’i of the Sun and the Bird in Liang-chu Culture

Hayashi Minao
Professor Emeritus
Kyoto University

Abstract

In early China, ch’i was traditionally expressed by a rising smoke-like band or
whirl (Fig. 1-5). Similar representations date back to the prehistoric period. In the
Liang-chu culture, the motif of a crescent with a point in its center (Fig. 7) was
widely used. The motif is identified as a “halo” (fai), in the Astronomy (7 'ien-wen
chih) section of the Chin-shu, which regards it as a representation of the ze of the
sun. In this context, fe means the power by virtue of which everything develops.

In the Liang-chu culture, the fai figure frequently appears together with that of
the bird, and the two are often encircled with a whirl design (Fig. 7-8). Both are
expressions of the sun’s ¢/ ’i. The birds are related to the Eurasian cuckoo or Oriental
cuckoo, which appear in the beginning of summer when the sun’s ch’i is at its
strongest, nurturing crops and announcing to farmers the arrival of the planting
season.

Keywords: bird, ¢4 ’i, Liang-chu Culture, tai, te

* The article in Chinese appears from page 1 to 14.



