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A Re-evaluation of the Periodization of the Liang-chu Culture

Luang Feng-shih
Center for Oriental Archaeology
Shantung University

Abstract

Expanding research on the prehistoric cultural relations of eastern China over
the past decade has instigated substantial academic debate on the problem of the
periodization of the Liang-chu culture. This paper begins by examining the
periodization of the Ta-wen-k’ou and Liang-chu cultures. By identifying the
matching cultural factors-present . in each culture and the relative chronological
positions of these factors, the analysis confirms the temporal relationship between
Ta-wen-k’ou and Liang-chu. Additionally, the paper explains the results of
systematic analysis of 30 thermoluminescent dated samples and 21 carbon-14 dated
samples taken from Liang-chu sites. These tests establish the years between 3500
and 2500 B.C. as the absolute chronological range of the Liang-chu culture.
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