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The Development of the Woodblock Printing in the Sung
Dynasty

Ozaki Yasushi
Department of History, College of Liberal Arts
Teikyo University

Abstract

It is generally accepted that the printing existed as in T’ang China as early as
the 670’s. After the succeeding periods of the Five Dynasties (907-960) and early
Sung, true book printing began in earnest. Taking as an example an excellent
woodblock printed edition of the Wu-ching cheng-i (Correct Meanings' of the Five
Classics), one can observe the careful, repetitive proofreading of the Sung’s-Kuo-tzu-
chien (Imperial Academy).; Unfortunately, few such examples of Northern Sung
printing survive today. During the first half of the Shao-hsing period (1131-1162) of
the Southern Sung (1127-1279), woodblock printing was concentrated in Lin-an (the
southern capital on the site of present day Hangchow) and its peripheral areas. The
stylistic qualities and carving methods observed in editions from this period suggest
that most were re-carvings based on the earlier Northern Sung works. Printing by
Kuo-tzu-chien of the Southern Sung started in the late Shao-hsing era.

Woodblock carving by private publishers (fan-k’o-pen) flourished in the middle
and later Southern Sung, with great quantities carved in the regions of Hangchow,
Chien-an, and Shu. On example is the Chien-an edition of the Shih-chi (Historical
Records), which includes not only the Chi-chieh (Collected Explications), but also
the So-yin (Quotational Commentaries) and Cheng-i (Correct Meanings)
commentaries. From this point on, editions with commentaries, editorial comments,
or critiques by Confucian scholars were very popular.

Keywords: Northern Sung edition, Re-carved edition of the Northern Sung,
Kuo-tzu-chien edition, Annotated Chien edition

% The article in Chinese appears from page 167 to 190.
# Translated from the Chinese abstract on page 167 by Paul Cooper.



