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A Discussion of the Illustrations in a Yiian Dynasty Printed

Edition of the Sheng-ch'ao hun-i fang-yii sheng-lan

Lu Hsueh-yen
National Palace Museum

Books and Documents Department

Abstract

The illustrations found in the Museum's Yiian dynasty edition of the Sheng-
ch'ao hun-i fang-yii sheng-lan (The History and Geography of Yiian Dynasty
Administrative Regions) belong to.the rare category of Yiian dynasty-printéd maps.
Their style, as well as a portion of their content, is similar to those of the Museum's
Yiian edition of the Shih-lin kuang-chi. With detailed renditions surpassing those of
the latter text, the Sheng-ch'ao hun-i offers valuable insights into both the territorial
administrative divisions of the Yiian and the development of Chinese cartography.
This paper, which focuses on these maps, is divided into three sections. First, it cites
documental evidence to show that the maps were carved around the years 1295-1297.
Second, it introduces the man-made and natural geographic content of the maps.
Third, it describes the bearing, scale, pictographic symbols, and other cartographic
techniques employed in the maps. Finally, it summarizes three noteworthy
characteristics of the text: (1) it represents the earliest example of an atlas founded
on territorial administrative divisions; (2) it reveals the gradual abandonment of
realistic representation in favor of more symbolic cartographic language; (3) it
reflects clear influence from Sung period maps.

Keywords: Yiian dynasty, historical maps, Sheng-ch'ao hun-i fang-yii sheng-lan

* The article in Chinese appears from page 51 to 78.
% Translated from the Chinese abstract on page 51 by Jeffrey Moser.



