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An Examination of the Regionalism in
Northern Funerary Earthenware of the Yiian Dynasty:
The Evidence of the Wang Shih-hsien Clan Tombs of Chang County

Hsieh Ming-liang
Graduate Institute of Art History

National Taiwan University

Abstract

The tombs of the Wang clan are particularly noteworthy for the over one hundred
pieces of antiquarian-style earthenware they contain. When compared with the ritual
objects recorded in the San-li #'u, a Northern Sung text by Nieh Ch'ung-i, it is clear that
the San-li t'u supplied the models for these vessels. The discovery of similar earthenware
vessels in the Hsi-an and Pao-chi regions of Shensi suggests that during the Yiian
dynasty, a tradition of producing funerary wares based on illustrations in the San-Ii t'u
existed in the areas of modern-day Kansu and Shensi. By contrast, funerary earthenwares
from Yiian dynasty tombs in the Lo-yang area follow the illustrations of the Hsiian-ho
poku t'u, produced by the late Northern Sung court. Although the Lo-yang wares are
represented by only two tombs, the ethnic status of both occupants is clear: one is
Mongol, the other in Han Chinese. This suggests that the determining factor for funeral
earthenware was regional, not ethnic.

Upon examining other northern burials, such as those of the Yiian dynasty Peking
region, it is immediately obvious that regionally specific wares transcend ethnic
boundaries. The same distinctive wares are found in the tombs of Han Chinese,
Mongols, and Central Asians from the region of present day Pakistan. Here again, we
see burial customs dictated primarily by regional, not ethnic, identity.

Discoveries of antiquarian funerary wares in northern sites are largely concentrated
in late Yiian tombs dating to the fourteenth century. This suggests that the funerary use
of earthenware crafted in imitation of ancient ritual vessels was a distinctly fourteenth
century trend. It also appears that, within this larger trend, regional distinction was
expressed by the choice of text (San-li t'u, Hsiian-ho poku t'u) used as the source for
these ancient models.

Keywords: Yiian dynasty, earthenware, Wang Shih-hsien Clan Tombs, San-li t'u, Hsiian-

ho poku t'u

* The article in Chinese appears from page 143 to 168.
* Translated from the Chinese abstract on page 143 by Jeffrey Moser.



