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The Emergence, Development, and End of Ink Figure Painting

Ebine Toshio
Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music

Abstract

Large numbers of Sung and Yiian period ink figure paintings exist in Japanese
collections. These works have been virtually ignored by traditional Chinese
connoisseurs, and only rarely discussed by Japanese scholars. The present essay seeks to
establish a chronicle for the development of ink painting that will serve as a framework
for categorizing surviving works.

Ink figure painting began in the tenth century with the painters of the she-hsiu
(abandoning draft) school. It continued with the work of the Southern Sung court painter
Liang K'ai, the 'ghost' (wang-liu) painting of the Ch'an Buddhist community, and the
work of the painter-monk Mu Hsi. The multifaceted development of ink painting finally
ended with the emergence of abstraction in the Yiian dynasty. It appears that the
emergence of ink figure painting was associated with the ink landscapes of the middle
T'ang, and that it developed in tandem with Sung naturalism and Yiian anti-naturalism.

Keywords: Ink figure painting, charcoal drafting tool (4siu), drafting technique (chiu-

hsiu i-pa), Liang K'ai, ghost painting, Mu Hsi

% The article in Chinese appears from page 41 to 58.
* Translated from the Chinese abstract on page 41 by Jeftrey Moser.



