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The Fine Banquet of Peace:
An Account of the First Banquet Bestowed to Han
Chinese and Chinese Bannermen Courtiers in the Inner
Court of the Ch’ing Dynasty”

Ho, Koon-piu
(University of Hong Kong)

ABSTRACT
In the evening of the twentieth of February, 1682, Hsiian-yeh (Emperor

Sheng-tsu) of the Ch’ing dynasty bestowed the Fine Banquet of Peace (Sheng-
p’ing chia-yen) to 93 courtiers in the Ch’ien-ch’ing kung hall to celebrate the
coming of peace and prosperity as a result of pacifying the rebellion of the
Three Feudatories. Among the courtiers, all but two were Han Chinese and
Chinese bannermen. This was the first time that a Manchu.emperor had given a
banquet in the inner court for his Han Chinese and Chinese bannermen courtiers.
Both the emperor and courtiers took the occasion seriously. The ceremonies of
the banquet had been planned well ahead of the function and were rehearsed
during the daytime before it actually took place. On the following day, the
emperor summoned his courtiers to compose a verse in the po-liang style with
him to celebrate this grand event. The verse and imperial preface were later
engraved and erected as a monument inside the Hanlin Academy to mark the
occasion. Aiming to build an image of a sage king during prosperous times like
Emperor Sheng-tsu, Emperors Shih-tsung and Kao-tsung also imitated the
above practice in 1726 and 1739, respectively.

Key Words
Sheng-p’ing chia-yen FHIFZE
po-liang FHZR
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" The article in Chinese appears from page —— = to —PUQ.
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