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The Rise and Fall of
Ch’ing Imperial Household Pawnshops”

Wu, Zhaoqing
(First Historical Archives, Peking)

ABSTRACT"

The present study is based on historical materials concerning the Ch’ing

imperial pawnshops from the memorials of the Imperial Household and the
locked archives currently stored at the Chinese First Historical Archives in
Peking. The essay traces the establishment, development, and demise of the
pawnshops run by the Imperial Household Department from its rise to its fall.
The last part of the study includes a summary of the main functions of these
Imperial Household pawnshops. These archival materials present precious first-
hand accounts for scholars studying the emperors’ ideas on finance from the
Yung-cheng (1723-1735) to Kuang-hsti (1875-1907) reigns, Ch’ing dynasty
archives, and Ch’ing court finances. For these reasons, the information con-
tained therein is of great historical value.
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* The article in Chinese appears from page =71, to —O/\.
" Translated from the Chinese abstract on page =71, by Donald E. Brix.
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