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An Evaluation of Tzu-kung as Found in Lun-yii
Ying, Yii-k'ang
Chinese Culture University
Abstract

Tuan Mu-ssu was known by the style name of Tzu-kung. As a high and re-
spected disciple of Confucius, he was once compared by his master to fine coral.
Tzu-kung was also said to have been an eloquent speaker, having once convinced
the king of Wu to attack the state of Ch'i in defense of Lu.Gifted in commerical
business, he became known as the wealthiest among the seventy disciples of Con-
fucius.

Nonetheless, he piously revered his master. After Confucius passed away,
Tzu-kung lived in a hut for six years in order to look over the tomb. In comparison
with the other disciples of Confucius, Tzu-kung's behavior was indeed upright and
praiseworthy.

Based mostly on Lun-yii, the author of this article investigates all of the parts
dealing with Tzu-kung. In addition, other texts which mention Tzu-kung, such as
the "Confucius and nobles," "biographies of Confucius' disciples" and "biograph-
ies in commerce" sections of Records of the Grand Historian, The Book of Rites,
Hsun-tzu, and Han-shih wai-chuan, are consulted. These are all compared to pre-
sent this analysis of Tzu-kung.The title of this paper was chosen to reflect the fact

that the chapter headings in Lun-yti form the basis for this discussion.

Keywords:Lun-yti 3538
Tzu-Kung +5

* The Author's was translated by Donald E. Brix.
* The Chinese text of this article appears on page — through page — 7.
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