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The Reason for the emergence of Ch'ing
Dynasty textual studies
Chang,Li-chu
National Changhua University of Education
Abstract

The scholarship of the Ch'ing Dynasty is remarkable in the development of
Chinese acagemics. Prior to the Ch'ing the development of Chinese scholarship
had always emphasized thought, but Ch'ing dynasty scholarship is unique for its
execllence in textual studies.

Moreover, the development of textual studies coincided exactly with the tri-
umph of the Ch'ing over the Ming Dynasty. Thus later scholars who,sought to ex-
plain Ch'ingDynasty scholarship naturally said that the reason for its ' was dissatis-
faction with earlier scholarship. For example; Liang Ch'i-ch'ao belived that it ar-
ose from dissatisfaction with the rationalism of the Sung and Ming dynasties. Yao
Nai believed that it was dissatisfaction with the eight-legged essays of the eivil ser-
vice exam system, while Chang T'ai-yen believed that it arose out of dissatisfaction
with Ch'ing rule. However, all these accounts maintain a kind of negative, non-
confirming attitude towards Ch'ing Dynasty scholarship, and the explanations are
not complete enough. Thus this paper attempts to look at Ch'ing Dynasty scholar-
ship from the inner logic of the development of scholrship. Thus the emergence of
Ch'ing scholarship was not a reaction to rationalism, but began as a way to resolve
some of the inner conflicts of rationalism. Obviously the emergence of a type of
scholarship is the result of a long period of evolution with its own inner urles and
logic of development, and not prompted by one or two incidental external factors.

That is the focus of this paper.
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