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Wen-wang Fang-ting and Chung-chu-fu Kuei
Chang, Lin-sheng
The National Palace Museum
Abstract

The National Palace Museum contains quite a few archaistic bronzes, among
which are three reading "Lu-kung made this ritual vessel for Wen-wang" and ten
reading "kuei vessels made by Chung Chu-fu". This paper discusses the history
of these vessels and examines the role they played in the study of ancient bronzes.

The official Sung history records that in 1099, Military Training Commis-
sioner Chao Chung-hu presented to the court a vessel bearing the inscription"Lu-
kung made this ritual vessel for Wen-wang". Although this ting was thought to be
a forgery, it remained in the imperial collection.

During the Ta-kuan period, from 1107-1110, the emperor Hui-chung started
to search for ancient bronzes to be used as models for ritual vessels. By 1113, the
court had obtained quite a few ritual bronzes, including the Wen-wang fang-ting.

Considered by scholars to be an extremely important bronze, this vessel was
placed at the beginning of the section on Chou bronzes in the imperial catalogue.
Made in the early Western Chou period, the Wen-wang fang-ting had four flat legs
in the shape of dragon feet and flanges in the center and corner of each side. The
vessel was last seen in Chin imperial collection in the early thirteenth century.

In 1428, the Ming emperor Hsuan-chung ordered new ting vessels to be cast
for use in imperial temples and at court. Among the designs chosen was a piece
modeled on the Wen-wang fang-ting; while ting vessels of this period varied in size
and shape, this design was considered the most beautiful.

During the Ch'ing period, an extensive search was made for antique objects,
and catalogues were compiled for bronzes in the imperial collection. While eleven
Wen-wang fang-ting vessels are featured in these catalogues, they are all copies.

In the Chien-lung period, this design was also used as a model for ritual vessels
carved in jade. Later, nineteenth-century scholars held the vessel in equally high

regard, and pieces modeled on its design continued to circulate in the marketplace
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throughout the Ch'ing dynasty.

Emperor Hui-chung's collection also contained three vessels bearing the in-
scription "Chung Chu-fu of the state of Lu made this kuei vessel for his wife Chung
Chiang; may his sons and grandsons forever treasure and use it, and sacrifice to
their ancestors". These vessels, known as Chung Chu-fu kuei, were decorated with
a zoomorphic design and were used to contain grain. Excavated from the same
tomb was a fourthChung Chu-fu kuei belonging to Chao Chung-hu. While this de-
sign is also included in the two southern Sung catalogues, it is not featured in the
Ming dynasty catalogue. Although the inscription appears on twenty-one vessels
in the four Chien-lung catalogues, all of these vessels are forgeries. Such forgeries
continued to circulate in the Chia-ching period.

As early as the Bastern Han period, scholars began to make illustrations of
rites based on existing texts in order to facilitate study and instruct court officials
on how rites should be conducted. In the mid-tenth century, the emperor Shih-
chung of Chou appointed Nie Chung-yi to compile a book on the rules governing
rites. Nie presented his San Li Tu, a book based on six earlier illustrated works,
to the emperor Tai-tsu at the founding of the Sung dynasty. Throughout the elev-
enth century, however, scholars criticized this work as inaccurate.

In 1112, the government established the Bureau of Ritual Regulations to en-
courage the use of antique vessels as models for new vessels. Betweenll11 and
1118, such vessels were made for use in sacrificial rites and as gifts to high offic-
jals for their family shrines. Several years later, the bureau compiled a monumen-
tal catalogue known as Hsuan-ho Chung-hsiu Po-ku-tu.

With the conquest of north China by the Chin Tartars, few of the new vessels
survived; by the 1130's, vessels were once again being modeled on those in the
San Li Tu. Due to its length and detailed illustrations, the Hsuan-ho Chung-hsiu
Po-ku-tu was considerably harder to print than the San Li Tu. The earliest
woodblock edition, dating from the Yuan dynasty, is relatively coarsely carved.
Because circulation was limited, the revival of its reforms did not extend beyond

imperial circles. During the Ming and Ch'ing dynasties, ritual vessels were made
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of ceramics with designs reflecting the influence of the San Li Tu.

Collecting of bronzes continued during the Southern Sung period as well as
in the Ming period. When there was a scarcity of excavated vessels, forgers arose
to meet the demand; by the late Ming period, forgers often turned to the Hsuan-
ho Chung-hsiu Po-ku-tu as a source for their designs. The Wen-wang fang-ting and
Chung Chu-fu kuei soon became great favorites of collectors as well as forgers. As
a result, the Hsuan-ho Chung-hsiu Po-ku-tu not only provided the foundation upon
which the study of ancient bronzes was built, but also offered an abundance of ma-

terial to later forgers.

Keywords: Wen-wang Fang-ting 3 F 7515
Chung-Chu-fu Kuei {42 &
Hsuan-ho Chung-hsiu Po-Ku-~tu "B & & B

* The Chinese text of this article appears on page — through page Pqpy.
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