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Discussion of the Role and Contribution of T'ang Ying
in the History of Chinesr Porcelains
Sung, Po-yin
Abstract

A Brief Account of Pottery states that the first potter was Chiang ch'i of Ching
Te Chen, However the first man to combine the qualities of the potter's craft, the
potter's knowledge and the potter's art was T'ang Ying (1682-1756), a white ban-
ner member of the converted Han Chinese troops in the Imperial Ch'ing (Manchu)
army, T'ang Ying said of himself, "I am the pinnacle of potters and a student of
the World." And after having been stationed in Fu Liang for twenty-eight years
as inspector of porcelain production, he wrote a poem summarizing his tenure and
expressing his gratitude to the emperor for the honor of ‘serving as Inspector as
well as comparing his score of years as no less a pleasure than viewing the beau-
tiful scenery of the West River.

We need look no further than the following four points in order to see how
curcial T'ang Ying was to the development of Chinese porcelains:

First, T'ang Ying was the first in the history of Chinese porcelains to under-
stand porcelain. Understand, here, has two meanings. First, he understood the
craftsmanship of spinning porcelain on the wheel. Second, on an intellectual level,
he understood the process of porcelain production.

Second, T'and Ying was the first in the history of Chinese porcelains to com-
pile a book with a full and complete explaination of the technical processes invol-
ved in the production of porcelains.

Third, T'ang Ying was the first in the history of Chinese porcelains to insti-
tute on the spot porcelain inspections, thereby advancing the study and analysis of
porcelains and their production.

Fourth, T'ang Ying was the first in the history of Chinese porcelains to not
only be a master potter, but also an accomplished painter, poet, song writer and

chop carver, a truly multi-talented artist if there ever was one.
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In conclusion, T'ang Ying's contribution to Chinese porcelains is built upon
a broad and solid foundation. Porcelain sever as a mouthpiece through which the
thriving and colorful period of the three Ch'ing dynasty emperors, K'ang Hsi,
Yung Chéng and Ch'ien Lung, speaks to us today. T'ang Ying truly understood
how function and decoration work together to make art. But perhaps even more
importantly, he understood the artistic need and mastered the craftsman's tech-
nique of expressing the zeitgeist of his own ear through his art. This is the ture
essences of combining the potter's craft, the potter's knowledge and the potter's

art into one.

Keywords: T'ang ying fE¥
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Yung Chéng #E1E
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% The Author's was translated by Larissa N. Heinrich.
*x The Chinese text of this article appears on page 757. through page /\PY.
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