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The Chi-shih Lu of Yu Pen, a Late Yuan and
Early Ming Private History
Chan Hok-lam
Department of History
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Abstract
The Chi-shih Iu of Yu Pen, an annal of the events of the late Yuan and early
Ming, is a private history highly acclaimed by historians.A junior officer under
the command of Chu Yuan-chang's trusted lieutanents, Yu saw action in cam-
paigns against Ch'en Yu-liang,Chang Shih-ch'eng and others leading to the foun-
ding of the Ming dynasty. After this, Yu stayed in the service ,taking part in the
pacification of remnants of the Yuan house; he retired in the middle of the Hung-
wu reign and devoted his years to.composing the Chi-shih lu. This work; in 2
chuan, provides an intimate and sometimes eye-witness account of selected events
from 1351 through 1367, and is probably completed at the beginning of the Yung-
lo reign. TheChi-shih lu was excerpted by Ch'ien Ch'en-i in his opus K'ai-kuo
(Kuo-ch'u) chun-hsiung shih-lueh, and modern scholars all draw on this work as
it was thought that the original edition was lost in transmission. In fact, a copy of
a late Ming edition, under the altered name Ming-hsing yeh-chi edited by Chang
T'a-t'ung in the T'ien-ch'i period, exists in the National Library in Taipei. This
paper draws on this work to reconstruct Yu Pen's biography and offers some com-

ments on its value for study of late Ming and early Yuan history.
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* The Chinese text of this article appears on page PY-t through page 7<PY
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